Diſenting Churches 
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42 ohm, vi. 22. 3 1 HT yer be more vile than thus, |. 
1 75 xxiv. 14. But this I confeſs unto thee, that 4. 


Ia, xvi. 5. Hear the Word ef the Lord, ye that 
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ter the Way which they call Hereſie, ſo warſhip I 
the God of my Fathers; believing all things whith | 
are written in the Law und the Prophets. 8 


"tremble at his Mord . Tour Brethren that hated. 


ou, that caſt you out for my Name's ſake, ſaid, #1 
Let b Lord be glorified : but he fhal appear 1694 


your Foy, and they ſhall be aſhamed, | 


ou run not with them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, 
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e & Tana 
I Preſume thou wilt find but few Books written on this 
Subject; by reaſon of which there cores to he ſo mie 
"Ignorance of what 4s diſcourſed on. To be informell in this 
Point ſeemi very neceſſary at tl | 
Adverſaries are now got upon the bigbeſt Ground, "from 
hence they are daily i/, charging thetr Blunderbuſſes a- 
gainſt s; Which, tbo' not loaden with Ball, and ſo de 
no hurt, yet their terrible Noiſe # ready to affright back 


* p 
b 1 


ſome of Chriff's faint-hearted and undiſeiplin d Soldietsy - 


who hearing thu great Sound, ſtand amar d, ſaying, Men, 


and Brethren, are theſe Things fo? Being concerned to - 
bear the Ways and People of God almoſt every where ſpoken 


" againſt, yea railed againſt, I am willing to put 


at (rn be Diners he vant. 


| Goſpel) to help to bear up the Ark of God, now 
%%% W. 88 
Lam ſenſible, we have in our Company, Men of greater 
Abilities, and better 5kill'd in ths military Diſcipline, to 
rally Chriſt's ſhatter” d Forces, than I am; but the ſtrongeſt 


Men baut not always the beſt Courage; theſe will oft ſit e 


home, and ſpy the ill Condudt of others, rather than ven- 
ture an Encounter. 2 Bu 
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this Time. Our inſhiting 
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ie be Epiſtle to the Reader. 


But who can tell, for once, what a Stripling may do in 
ſo good a Cauſe ? Who can tell, but by ſome of thoſe 
ſmooth Stones I have choſen, I may wound the Heads, or 
at leaſt [mite through the Foints of the Harneſs of thoſe 
Heawven-daring Goliahs, who are bidding Defiance to the 


\ 


whole Armies of the living God? | While ſome, even of my 
” Brethren, may be ready fo ſay 10 me, as David's ol 3 2 


Brit ber, 1 Sam. 17. 28. And his Anger was kindleda- 
inf} David, and he ſaid, Why cameſt thou down 


i Pitner; And with whom haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep 
in the Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride, and the Naugh- 


tineſs of thine Heart. And yet this Man was made the 


Inſtrument of their Deliverance. Had be been as cowardly 


as they were, whit had became of em all. 

The World knows we bave Men among us can ſpeak 
Well, yet many are too mealy mouth'd to plead in ſuch a 
Cauſe as this; eſpecially in ſuch a Day as this. Yet who 
can juſtly blame 72 for not helping to pull down a Houſe 


biob they, may deſign to live in, or at leaſt to take ſhelrer 


© 


in, whin 6. formy Day comes. 1 

But ſome will ſay, -If you ate a Man of ſuch Courage, 
why are pon afraid to prefix your Name to your Book? 
» 1 "anſwer, If 1 have conceal'd my. Name, I have not 


eanceal'd my Judgment. But know, tis not Fear that hath 
made me do this, For as I do not know of any Thing that I 


fear ſuch as may be angry without 4 Cauſe. So long as I 

ve Truth on my fide, I ſhall not fear the Faces of Men. 
He is unworthy the Name of a Chriſtian, much more of a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, who can hear the ways of God ridicul dl, 


12 wrote, that may juſtly diſpleaſe any; ſo neit ber do 


and not open bis Mouth in Defence of em. 


» 


Nor is it always enough to defend the Truth in our Pul- | 
pits. Our chief Accuſers will not vouch ſafe to give us the 


bearing there; tho many of ours (poor eaſiz Souls) can at 
Times fit under them patiently, to bear the Ways and People 


of God reviled ; and themſelves and dear Friends anathe- 
watized : For which Sin they muſt anſwer to God one Day. 
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its preſent, or 


| But] bene conctaled. my Name, to the End, that th 
22 


lued... om their Names, If therefore | any N think ood, 


to an wer what I have written, J deſire em, not to Pub. 


the Reader io: charge about the want of a Name; bur rather. 
ſpeak home to the Matter that they do know, than to caft, 


Reflettions on bim whom they do not know, Let them in 


mild Jerms, as thoſe that contend for the Truth (and not. 
Truth, in a Alearer Light. And if by ſolid Arguments I 
can {ce wm Mila e, I will ſoon retroct what I have writ=" 
ten. I bve\a Soul to be ſaved, and hope 1 ſhall always, 

be willing to be further enlightentd into what may tend to 
uture Good. rags, 5 
| I never was ſo higotted to a Party, as only to hear what 


as, Men ſtriving for a Party) indeavour to ſet forth the 


could be ſaid by them, or for them. Yea, I have with as 


much delight read, or heard iubat was contrary to my Fudg- 
ment, as what hath been agreeable thereto; to the end, that 
F I was in a Miſeake, I might thereby be convinced of my 
Error; or if not, tobe the more confirm d in the Truth, If 
therefore, I, or any that read, may get any true Light into 
the Point in hand, by this, or any ſolid Anſwer whi:h this 


may provoke unto, I am content. 


the Diſſenters are as faulty in their ſeparating-from 
the publick Worſhip, as.they are repreſented, I heartily wiſh 
we may all ſpeedily return; but if not faulty, I earneſtly 


 defire our Accuſers may be convinced, before it is too late, f 


all their hard Speeches againſt an. For as he muſt be a wic- 


Led Perſon that juſtly falls under a Church's Cenſure ; ſo 


that Church muſt be as wicked, that cenſures any one with-. 
out a Cauſe. He that juſtifies the Wicked, and he that 
condemns the Juſt, even they both are Abominati- 
on td the LORD, Prov. 17. 15. a | 
| Should theſe deſpiſed People be found (after all) to 


be the People of God, and their Way of Worſhip to be l 


the pureſt Worſhip ; how. will our Accuſers Mouths be ſtopt 
in the great Day? Chriſt takes what is ſpoken againſt bis 


People, - 


— inmworthines of \the, Aueborg, my ut, conſe Prue = 
in the Reader; well knowing, how Mens Writings are va- - 


The E Epiſtle th the Reader, 


= ke 1 as ſpoken agatift himſelf. © 1 with ther I * 
3 5 e noi 1 5 ifie Accuſets, . Nat of of oy | 
= 5 38, 39. And now I ſay unto you, refrain 
i [4 1 5 {bs & Men, and let themalone; for if chisGonn- 
Y ſel, or this Work be of Men, it will come ts noight:* - 


=}. But it it is of God, ye cannot overthrow i it, left hap- 
F | ** ye be found even to fight againſt God. 4 
| * T ſhall add, ſhall be this: Could I have found any 
| kx Imagg on this Subject that had gi ven mt full Sa- 
te ion, it ſhould have erh this; '; but finding ſome 
giving away the Cauſe, inſtead hog it 3 Shire 
afraid tu ſpeak Plain; or thi, Reaſon . — W e 5 
be urgent OP. of ome, to 1 . Sf nk 
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| Diſſenters no Schif maticks ; 


OR, 


ne ng CHUR CHE 8 
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TERESIE and Schil a . been the common Odiunia | 
with which the Saints and People of God have been 
branded from Generation ta Generation; with the 

4 former by the Papiſts, with the latter by ſome nominal 

Proteſtants. And as theſe Charges differ not much the one from 

the other, ſo, if I miſtake not, our Accufers differ as little, as 

the things whereof they accuſe us, Scarce ever was there a gtea- 
ter Out-cry againſt Schiſm than now ; and for ought I know, 
there may be ſome Cauſe ; but that which is more to be be- 
wailed, and like to do more Miſchief than even Schiſm it ſelf, 

\_ . bs that great Ignorance there ſeems to be among People of all 
|  Perſuaſions, of the Nature of the Thing, by reaſon of which, 

few are. able to make a right Judgment, whether they are 
guilty, or not guilty. If ſome would forbear their ſcurrilous 

and unchriſtian like Reflections, and inſte ad thereof truly ſhew 
what Schiſm is, perhaps the Offence might ceaſe. But to con- 
demn any without a Trial, is contrary to Law and Goſpel ; and 

Jooks as if ſuch raſh Judges were more deſirous of an Occaſion 
for ſuch a Cenſure, than to prevent it. 

 DISSENTERS are fingled out from all others, as the Butts 
| to ſhoot at; nor can Innocency it ſelf defend them from this 
Charge, but right or wrong, Schiſmaticks they muſt be. And, 

Ol thardamnable Sin of Schiſm ! And yet after all, inſtead of 

reclaiming ſuch as are gone from them, they daily (by this 

means) loſe more; which gives any rational Man ground to 
2 that either the Perſons they exclaim: at are not "PIR 
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Fool) was ſent by his Father, a little befo: 
neighbouring Town with a Basket, to fetch home a Brood. of 


Chickens ; as he was.caming through the eee N | 
ole, 


tte End of ſuch Eudeavours will 


86 much Time is ſpent by ſome in preaching down, or ra- 
ther crying down Schiſm, that they ſcarce have time to 


OI 


on them. 


to him that asketh us. For I ca 
\Digenters are as ignorant 
0 „ % 0 85 e 


This brings to mind a comical Paſſage,” with which PII di- 
vert the Reader. A Fool that I well Pr a Natural 


Basket not being cloſe enqugh, one gf theps | ot out at a 
r 


and ran into the ſtanding Corn ; the Fool 


in; after it he goes, in a great Rage, mean while all the reſt 


got out, and ſo he loſt the whale. Brood, and came home as 
wiſe 3 | lo 3 ; 5 + ty,” . ny Home N 


ſe ay he went. n LR SY © 
But perhaps bur Adverſaries care not whither we run, if they 


can but hereby advance themſel ves, as doubtleſs they hope they 


Mall, we living ig a Day when we call the Proud happy. Lea, 


Dey that mork Wickedneſs, are ſet up, and they that tempt God 
are even deliver d, as in Mal. 3. 15. And eſpecially, having an 
Inſtance of late, of one, who by the ſame means was ad- 
vanced from the Dunghill to great Honour. But let ſuch 


know, tho! we have a ſingle Inſtance of one ſuch ad- 


+ |  -.- vanced by Men; yet we have 3 Scripture In- 
Eſth, 7. 10. fiance of one hanged on a Gallows Fifty 


re Harveſt, to a 


tried to call it 
back, but the Chicken 11king the. ſtanding Corn better than ta 
be crampt up in a Basket, would not come; the Fool then, 
to ſhew his Wit, opens the Basket, with a Reſolve to force it 
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what is charged upon them, or elſe that the Means they uſe to 
. reclaim them are very indirect. | | 


q 


Cubits high, who no more deſerved it than the : 


former. From which different Event, tis yet doubtful what 


=o 


mutamuy in is. 


2 againſt other Sins, 4s if no other Sins would damn 


ut Schilm. O Schiſm } Schiſm ! That dreadful, damnahle, 
and unpardonable Sin of Schiſm 1 Whoring, Swearing, Drun- 
kennels, c. are but venial Sins, aud meer Peccadiloes, if com- 
pared to Schiſm, in the Judgment of ſome Men. And much 
more Charity they have for, Lope to, and Acquaintance with 
ſuch as are guilty of theſe, if they will but own themſelves 
Sons of the CN than for thoſe that are departed from 
them, tho' they 


Nature of what they are accu- 


be. Tempora mutantur & nos 


ve none af thoſe Plague · Spots appearing up- 
Now when Things are thus, it highly concerns us to en- 


fed 


— 
as wo@&. {St to "tt Cs a x 


. TY, vas 


ſel as their Accuſers, by reaſon whereof they come to be affrigh · 
ted with: eer . . 3 * e 2 trig 75 


1 Qſhall eons for this once fall in with the Times, wa 
a 


help to preach down that damnable Sin of Schiſm. And that I 
may, not ſeem to write any Thing uſeleſs, or to plow my 
Ground with other Mens Heifers, I ſhall carefully begin where 


they Have left off. And therefore, as they have done well in 
ſhewing the dreadfulneſs of rhe Sin, and the heavy Judgments 


which they muſt expect in this World; and that which'is to 


cbme, who are juſtly chargeable herewith 5 ſo I thall fay but 


little of theſe, but bend my Mind to ſet forth the Nature of the 
Thing, in as plain and intelligible a Style as poſſible, that fo the 
weakeſt may underſland it; it being for their ſakes tliat I write 


this. Hs 


I cannot well exped herein to pleaſe all Men; no, nor all 


my diſſenting Brethren, For as in the Fublick, ſome are High- 
Church, and ſome Low-Church ; ſo among our ſelves, we have: 
ſome for a total Separation, and we have ſome of a mungrel 
Kind, that are for Occaſional Communion : Such are not for 
going ſo far off, but that they may be within Call, if ne@g;be. 
me have already intreated Favour with others, when 
. find none among us. And what maternal Affections H 


y found, while among thoſe they have been promoted ig 


ſome little Honour, who by Reaſon of their weak Abilities, 
or rather ſcandalous Lives, were «juſtly grown into Contempt 
where they had been? From whence I ſee, tho” thoſe from whom 
ve diſſent may ſometime give us a hard 


| ſome little kindneſs for the very worſt of us, 
The kind Reception of ſome bath been | 
ted by ſome others, that they will not open their Mouths again 


thoſe kind Benefagtois 5 nor by their good Will would they 


ſuffer others; not knowing: what occaſion they may have to fol. 


low thoſe. Forerunners. Nor ſhall I wonder, if I have the firſt 
Anſwer from ſome of thoſe. | 5 Ie 


AE 


ate for walking in all God's Ordinances blameleſs; ſome that 


know Chriſt's Voice, and will not follow a Stranger; ſome that 


don't feek to pleaſe Men, but God. To theſe. I chiefly direct 


my Diſcourſe, as being Diſſenters indeed; not doubting of whats... 
loe ver Denomination. they, are, hut thoſe that thus love the: 


Truth, will be glad to hear it defended; and if I can but be 


ſerviceable to theſe, the reſt will ſbift far themſelves. The ge- 


neral Heads I ſhall ſpeak to ſhall be theſe. | 


o 


"= * 20 ſhall lay down ſome Propoſitions touching the Nature of | 
iin E 5 


II. Shew what a true Gelpel Church is, the depaning from 
which may render ſuch guilty of 1 6. 
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Word, they have yet 
ſo gratefully reſen-- 


But we have ſome among us that are Thraelites indeed, who 


- 
1 
5 

Vo) 
f 

1 
* 


III. Shew | 


" } 
1 as &-* 
urn ee 80 * ” 0 8 
OTE ONS WE NT x rt Rs ES 


, 8 Waring RE ECS 
5 * % Ag og * T 
bs 32333 
N es 


10 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks;, - 
III. snew what it is that conſtitutes a Perſon a Member of 
ſuch a particular Charch, ſo as that his departing from it, or not 

© holding Commugion with it, may be Schilm. 
IV. Shew you under a diſtin Head what Schiſm is. 


? . ei 


& 
* 5 
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By EY bay 3 „Tb.. . 
I. Propoſtion. All Separation from a Church, or Publick 
Wowi, not Schiſm. As tis the Cauſe, not the Puniſh - 
ment that makes a Martyr; ſo *tis either the Purity of the 
Ie Church we depart from, or the manner of our r. that 
makes us Schiſmaticks, . If a Church, to which we do belong, 
"grows, Heterodox, and departs from Goſpel Rules; or we are 
- Enabled, to ſee more clearly into its Errors, than heretofore 3 
gur peaceable departing from ſuch a Church, to join with a bet- 
ter, doth not carry in it the leaſt ſhew of Schiſm. -A Church 
that God is departed from, or rather, never was preſent in, we 
may depart from Neale Schiſm. If God is ſo departed from 
Church, that we ſee little of his ſanctifying Preſence, and as 
little of his egy, Ag *tis high time to think of re- 
loving to another Church, And io be Followers of God as dear 
+. © Children, Eph. 6. 1. And as the living Creatures, 
Ezek. 1. 19. and the Wheels went together, ſo we are to mind 
the Motion of the Wheels, and when thoſe go, we 
muſt go, and ſhall go, if we are ſpiritually alive. To what end 
ſhould we ftay in a Church where God is not? What are Ordi- 
nances without God? r gel ior 
"Tis obſervable, that in the Tabernacle Worſhip of Old, the 
Cloud was to them the Token of God's Preſence 3 and tis ſaid, . - 
Num, 9. 22, 23. Or whether it were Two. Days, or a Month, or a Tear 
that the Cloud tarried upon the Tabernacle, remaining thereon, the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael abode in their Tents, and journeyed not: But when it 
Was taken up, they journeyed. At the Commandment of the LO RD 
they reſted in their Tents, and at the Commandment of the LOR D they 
journeyed : They kept the Charge of the LORD. ar the Commandment 
of the LORD by the Hand of Moſes. Note, God's removing from 
them, carried in it the Nature of a Charge, and a Command to 
them to follow. And if this is a Rule, it ſeems high time for 
us to depart, For where is there any Thing like the converting 
Preſence of God in the Church we ſeparate from? I do profeſs, 
I never knew one Soul converted there in all my Life. Nay, a 
Church Parſon. told me, they did not expect any ſuch Thing as 
Converſion : From ſach a Church the Lord deliver me. Don't 
we find, that if by any Providence any are awakened about their 
3 State, the next Thing commonly is, they are gone to the Meets 
3Z ings Nay, is not God as much a Stranger there, as to his com- 


| forting Preſence? To talk of the Preſence of God in Ordinan- 
I * ces, they look upon it as mere Cant. Nay, a great Man amon 
= them we diſſent from, ſcoffing at the Spiritual Comforts ſome 


will 


Bm Have in Ordinances, tells us in his Book, chat a Doſe of Phyſick 
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will produce the fame Bffett. How well ſich Men are acquain- 
ted with the Comforts of the Spirit, judge ye. Another of the 
'publick Minifters told me, an Organ was of great uſe to revive 
or HS, .. CEC rs OR. 

Nor are we only called by theſe ſecret Whiſpers to. ſe 


rate from ſuch a Church, but we have poſitive Command in 
the Old and New Teſtament to ſeparate from ſome, even in 
points of Worſhip, back d with ſad Inftatices of God's fevere © \ 
Fuagtient on ſuch as have not. To name ſome few, ſee 1/2. 52, 
11, 12, Depart ye, depart 5e, go ge out from thence, touch no unclean © + 
Thing, go ye ous of the midſt of ber; and adds, The LORD roi : 
before you, and the God of Iſrael will be your rere-ward. Obſerve, 
how there is a Promiſe: that God would go before them, and 
hind, to guide and protect em. And that it was'a Separation 
point of Worſhip, ſeems evident from theſe Words, Be ye clean 
that bear ihe Veſſels of the LORD. An Inſtance of Judgments in- 
flicted for not ſeparating, you have, Numb. 19. 26, 32. Depart 1 
pra you from the Tents o theſe wicked Men. And becauſe they did 
not, *tis ſaid, v. 32. Tbe Earth opened ber Mouth, and. ſwallowed = 
- them up, and their Houſes, aud all the Men that appertained unto Ko- 
rah. And that this was 
clear, from v, 9, 10. E 1 „ ST 
The New Teſtament is as dear in this Point; 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. 2 
Come out fram among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the LOR D, 
And touch no unclean Thing, and will receive uu. And promiſes, 
mill be 4 Father unto you, and ye ſball be my, Sons and Daugluers. And 
that this.Command of 2 was in point of Worſhip, is clear 


or not ſeparating in point of Worſhip, is 
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from v. 16+ Aud what Agreement bath the; Temple of the Lord with 
 1dals? The Example of Judgments, for not ſeparating, lee fs 
A T 

ome body, to whom a number of Men, about Four Hundred, joined 

themſetves, and was ſlain, and all, as many as oveyed bim were. ſcatte- 

red, and brought nought,, © Ph 1 10 ah 

Thus you fee, that ſome Separation is Lawful,, and ſo, can't 

be Schiſm, ; Nay, ſome Separation is commanded, ; and ſo nx 
Duty. And they that will deny what 1 have been, proving under 
this Head, will, for ought.I; can ſee, bring the whole Nation 
under the Charge of Schiſm; ;; eſpecially. thoſe, that are; ous 
288 Accuſers, in ſeparating from the Church of Rome; unr 
is they can wipe off the Reproach, by ſaying, (as I believe with 


_ a ſafe Conſcience they may.) that they, are, not ſo far departeq 
from the Church of Kome, as ſome think they are. I confeſs 
I never  thoughty Luiber, or his Followers -Schiſmaticks, Fhe 
Idolatrous, and Superſtitious Worſhip of che Church of Ame, 
Vill tufficiently juſtific from ſuch a. Charge. When the Papiſts 
- have Snllapgeg, ve Proteftants to prove where there Church 
was before Luther, I can't find that ever they haue proved they 
were a ſeparate Church, but * Church in them, as Chaff 
: S „ 2 EE 1 and 
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as Diſſenters no Scbiſ maticks SS - 


and Wheat, tho? of a different Kind, yet both make but one heap 


till ſeparated. 


1 - .Buothers Eye, when there is 4 Beam in their omn? 
2 calls ſuch Hypocrites, for all their Zeal. How unfair to 
charge us with Schiſm, in ſeparating from them for great Mat- 


i 


ers, when they themſelves have ſeparated from others for much 
ſmaller, and yet think themſelves Innocent; yea, when we our 


ſelves axe Witneſſes that they are ſo? 3 
Oiection. But here is no Compariſon between us and you: 


— 71 


Obrs was a Separation from Popery, yours from Proteſtants. 


_ © "Anſwer, How far the Compariſon will hold good, I ſhall for- 


75 to mention; yet certain it isʒ from hence, that ſince all Se- 


 Paration is not finful, ours ought to be duly weighed with ſome 


Now how unreaſonable, and unſcriptural, is = 
Mat. 7.4, 5. for any to pretend to pluck the Mote out of thetr 


rains of allowance before it is condemned, or we rejected as re- 


| | j 


c 5 

But I further Anſwer, I doubt not but in the Church of Rome, 
there is ſomething more Praiſe-worthy, than ſome Things among 
DRC THIER : 
I am not for crying down, or crying up any Party by the 


Lump, there being ſomething good among all Profeffors. I 2 1 


it will offend none, to ſay, that ſome of the Prayers of t 
burch of Fome, are better than the Oaths, and horrid Execra- 

tions of our prophane Proteſtants, tho* in the mean time, Sons 

of the Church. Noör do Ithink a Maſs-houſe worſe than a'Whore- 


A 
4 — 
- 


houſe.” If then, it is lawful to ſeparate from the Church of Rome, : 


Where'there then was, and now is ſomething good 3 methinks it 
mould cauſe thoſe very Perſons to, be more mild in their Ce 


| > be m their Cenlures 
againſt'ue, -. for ſeparating from a Church where there is 7 ov | 


5 b but theſe, like the Bye, can ſee every Thing but 
But if after all, we muſt ſtill be branded as Schiſmaticks, it 


may afford us ſome Comfort under ſo heavy a Charge, to think 


 who'our Accuſers are. One comforted, himſelf, that tho* ſome 
ſpake Evil of him, yet that they were evil Men that ſpake it, 


*Tis 4 general Obſervation I have made, that if w can but find 


2 publick Miniſter that is Orthodox in the Faith, a good Preach- 


er, one thay is Sober, and juſt in, his Dealings, this Man is a 


lover of the® Diffenters, and bewails that there is ſuch cauſe 


2 for their Separation. But if on the other Hand, we find, 
Les we eafily. may) one that is a lover of his Pleaſures more | 


than a lover of r and lives much 
worſe than he preaches; one t | 
Voice; one that frequently waſhes his venomous Mouth, after 


t is vox & praterea nibil, all 


be comes out of his Pulpit on a Sabbath Day, with a Pint of 


Brandy, -or'a' few Bottles of good old Sherry, at a publick Inn, 
vr Tavern," chis is the Man that brands us with Schiſm 3 and 
; 175 * „ Ne o * OL ſeldom . 


i 


| or, dof enting Churches Orthodox. 18 


ſeldom doth he ſo. much wiſh our Confuſion, as when he is 


drinking his own. And fince theſe are the Men, and this is the 


Time, we may hope it may, not be ſo bad with us as they affirm z 
and that this Charge may rather arile from the delirium of their 
own. intoxicated Brain, than any Sin in us There is a Wo 
pronounced againſt us, when all Men ſpeak well of us, Luke 6, 
26, And ſince we muſt have the ill Word of ſome, I think 
it had as good be the ill Word of theſe Men, as of any that 
haye a Tongue in their Heads. Could we but lay the Reins 


| looſe, and run into the ſame Exceſs of Riot, we ſhould cer. 


tainly have a better Word, tho? we ſeldom came at their Place 


of Worſhip. 


2. Dropoſition. A Perfon may continue in a Church, and yet 


| be guily of Schiſm. For as [ have ſhewn, a Perſon may de- 
| pat from a Church, and be Innocent ; ſo. now I am to ſhew, 


ow a Perſon may continue in a 5 and ſeem a great ilick- 
ler for that Church, and yet be far more guilty than he that is 
totally departed from'it. *Tis ſaid, 1 Cr. 12. 26. no Schiſm 
[in] the Body, not [from] the Body. Schiſm is a Rent, but as a 

arment may be rent, tho' not quite in Twain; ſo a Church 
may be rent, though the Members like 2 ragged Garment may 
bang, tagerher. it we conſider the Signification of the Word, 
and how *tis us'd in Scripture, it will give light into the Point 
io Hand. Saith Leigh, in his Critica Sacra, the Word Syioue, 
ſignifies Diſſention, or Diviſion ; and indeed, frequently in the 
New. Teſtament, what inthe. Engliſh is render'd Diviſion, is in 
the Greek Schiſm, 1 Cor. 1. 10. No Diviſions among vou, in the 
Greek, wi N & dj oioued]e, that there may be no_Schiſms 
among you. So Joby 7. 43. There was 4 Diviſion, The Word 
is laue, 2 Schiſm. From whence it plainly appears, that 
where the Members of a Church are divided, and of different | 
Minds, they may be guilty of Schiſm, tho? they never defign 
to depart from that Church. Now a Church may be divided, 


and of different Minds, two Ways; either as to Practice, or 


Opinion. 4 F 1 N N 
1. As to Practice, as when ſome of the Members can allow 


themſelves in ſuch ſinful and abominable- Practices as the reſt 


cannot. As for inſtance, ſuppoſe, when the Miniſter and ſome 


of the Church are met on the Lord's Day, in the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, ſome belonging to the ſame Church, ſhould at the 
ſame time be at a Whore-houſe, or but-at an Ale-houſe, drink- 


ing a Bumper to the Church's Health, and utter Confuſion of 


all ſuch as diſſent from her; is not this Schiſm with a Ven- 
geance, and as bad to be as at a Meeting at the ſame time? 
| * „ . S N 93 <4 $5 . 
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14 Diſenters no Schiſmaticks;* © 
2 As to Opinion, or Difference in judgment. Suppoſe, in a 
Chutch'there is a fixed Number of Articles of Faith, be they 

Tbirey Nine, or Forty; more or leſt, which at firſt all the 
Church received, and all the Minifters ſucceſſively afterward 
ave ſworn to, or fubſcribed ;_ ſuppoſe Election from all Eterni- 
| ff, Predeftination, Or. were ſome of theſe Artides; and yet 
Aker all, theſe are neither believed, nor preached by ſome, yea, 
preached againft, and thoſe tookt upon by them as chat Charch's 
Toft ol Enemies, who do ftedfaftly cleave to-*em, and con- 
Aantly preach em; is not this Schifm ? For tho? every little 
Difference in Opinion will not juſtly expoſe fo this Charge, where 
Peace and Purity are maintained, yet ſuch as ſtrike at the very 
Fundamentals of Religion, can't in the Judgment of wiſe. Men, 
be lookt upon as Friends to that Church, oo 
Buch different Practices and Opinions in a Church, muſt needs 
be much more in jurious to the Welfare of ſuch 4 Church, and 
- Uiſhonouring to God, thau a peaceable departing from it can 
be ſuppoſed to be, in the Judgment of all, but 
; 2 Cor. 4. 4. fuch as the God of this World hath blinded, ard 
8 Sit hath ſtupified. It would be far better for 
ſuch 4 Church to have ſuch Members ſeparated at the greateft 
Diſtanee from it, rather than to remain in it; for tho thoſe 
may cry up their exceheut Conſtiturion, till they have made 
themſelves hoarſe, yet they take the direct way to ruin it, for 
| —_— Mes 72. 25. Every City, of Houſe, divided agdinft is 
wor and. e LR (EL PIE Da ANDRE, rH 
Thave often wonder'a what makes fuch Perſons cry up a 
Church, and eſpecially to make the greateft Noiſe for it, who 
$ either come ſo little at it, ot whoſe walk is ſo injarious to ir, 

= dad who in Faith and Practice differ ſo much from it. And 1 

= - conceive, the nioft likely Reaſon, why they admire it, and yet 

_ are ſuch a Diſcredit to it, is, becauſe of its Mildneſs, and Gen- 

fleneſs to them, in ſuffering ſuch ſcandalous Members as they are 
- toremain in it; and that the Church is ſo charitable, as not to 
denſure them, becauſe they happen to be drunk two or three 

N times in a Week 5 nor to debar them from the Lord's Supper 

_ >: ypon-the account of ſuch human Failings; and finding no Church 
| like minded, they conciude'this is the only Church for them; 

. and reay who can blame them? one good Turn deſerves ario- 
ther, It would be ſtrange to ſee a diſobedient Child to fly in the 
Face of the Parent chat never conttoubd the Child, and eſpeci 
ay o to dog becauſe che Parent was ſo gentle 
Or, if any other Ræaſon cau be aſſigu d, by ſuch as are ſo 
far departed from the Faith of a Church, ſhbuld yet ſo much 
cry uß and admire that Church, it maybe on the account of the 
Proffts and Advantage they reap from that Church, having un- 
daoubted Ground to conclude, that if that Conſtitution was ſub- 
yerted, the World would not produce another, in which they 
| | | would 
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or, 
would be honoured with ſuch Titles, and enriched with ſuch Be- 
nefices, eſpecially, unleſs their Lives were Reformed, which there 
is little ground to hope ever will. T1 
From all which it appears, how a Perſon may remain in a 
Church, and be guilty of Schiſm, while he that departs from the 
= ' ſame, may be innocent: By comparing of which, you may 
— who are moſt guilty, the Diffenters, or their Accu- 


II General Head, is, To ſhew what a true Goſpel Church is, 
to depart from which may render ſuch guilty of Schiſm. Whether 
that may be called a Church, w is defective in great 
* meaſure, as he may be call'd a Man, that wants Eyes to ſee, or 
Feet to walk, or Hands to work, A ſhall not now determine; but 
ſhall ſpeak of ſuch a Church as we may lawfully join with, or 
cannot depart from, without being guilty of Schiſm. For. I am 
hard to believe,' that, ever God will charge it on any as Schiſm, 
to leave a Church that is corrupt, to join with one more pure, 
tho' as yet not wholly, without Spot or Wrinkle 3 and if God will 


* 


not, Men ought not. 5 15 
If we have a Garment to make that is coſtly, we take care to 
et a good Workman to make it, and are not willing to have it 
poil'd by a Bungler. If we are ſick, eſpecially have any dang 

rous Diftemper, we are careful to get a skilful Phyſician, left he 


Fill us, inſtead of curing us. If ue are to remove our Habita- 


tion, we enquire whether the Air is wholſome, and good, and 
ſuĩtable to our Conſtitution. If we go into the Market to buy 
Food, we are careful to chuſe the beft, and that which is ſound, 
and will nouriſh us. Lea, if we want but a Servant to do our 
meaneft Work, we are careful to chuſe one that is skilful and 
faithful, and neither Whboze nor; Thief. And can they be 
juftly blamed, who take as much care of the Soul, as they do of 
the Body ? As the Body is more than Raiment, ſo the Soul is more 
than both: The Edification and Salvation of our Souls, are the 
eateſt Concerns we have in this World, however lighted and 
. diſregarded by many. And yet tis the great Unbappineſs of ma - 
ny, they have no Liberty to make choice of an able and faith» . 
ful Minifter, for the good of their precious and immortal Souls, 
without expoſing themſelves to the Charge of Schiſm z which 
rather than ſome ignorant, yet well meaning People, will do, 
8 their Intereſt, and Conſcience, feed on Husks all their 
Days. Ly "Vo tit 0M 
May live in Pariſhes where their Parſons are notoriouſly 
wicked; Swearers, Drunkards, Oc. and tho' they abominate 
ſuch Practices, yet can by no means reform them, nor kebp 
themſelves, but are forced to remain, even as 
Sheep not hauing 4 Shepherd. They are put into Mark 6. 34. 
the Living by ſuck and ſuch Patrons, and let them 
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ger them. out that can. Nay, perhaps they have bought them, and 


can no more be depriv'd of them than of their free Land, how= 
ever vicious in their Lives, or unſound. in their Doctrine. Tis 
owing in great meaſure to this, that tiere are ſo many Difſen- 
ters; nor will there (I hope) be ever fewer, ſo long as thoſe. 
groſs Abominations do remain. If the Governours and Rulers 
of ſuch a Church would but (inſtead of falling ſo foully on us 
for diſſenting) imitate Chrift, and dy a (mall 


' John 2, 15. Scourge driye thoſe Buyers and Sellers out of 


” their Synagogues, whoſe filthy Feetſhave ſo defiled 
them, they would do that which would tend more to the Ho- 
nour of God, and that Church, and for the reducing ſucti as are 
departed from it, than all their loud and repeated Anathema's . 
Fu us as Schiſmaricks can do; for, we are not eaſily ſtared 
with Words. 5 - - 

The Bidtenters (as great Fools as they are eſteemed by ſome) 
have yet ſo much Senſe as to know, that Cuculla non facit Mona- 
chum, that a Hood don't make a Monk, nor .a Gown a Miniſter. 


They know a Wall, tho' it be whited, and can ſometimes diſcern 


[ 


U 


the Devil, When wrapt up in a good old Prophet's Mantle. They 
don't ſo much mind what Garment he wears, as they do what 
manner of Life he lives, and what Doctrine he preaches. They + 
love to be under the Guidance of one that will $9 -with them, 
yea, go before them, and not turn to the Left Hand, while 
they bid them turn to the Right. They don't approve of blind 
Seers." And if any Diſſenters are otherwiſe minded, I diffent 
OM thoſe Diſſenters, and look upon em as no Credit to our 
Cauſe. | 5 


I come therefore to ſhew, what a Goſpel Church is ; and this | 


Tſhall ſhew, Firſt, <p Secondly, Paſittuely., Ne 
1. Negatively. Not a material Building of Wood and Stone. 
Thouſands cry up, the Church! the Church! and underſtand 


nothing elſe by the Church but the Place of Worſhip. The very 


Owls and Jackdaws, may be as truly ſaid to belong to ſuch a 
Church, as they. I have really that Opinion of the Preachers 


in thoſe Places, to believe they. know other things, tho“ th 
may not think meet to inform the People; well knowing that 


this groſs Miftake of theirs has done more towards filling their 
Congregations than ever their Preaching has done. For to me 
it ſeems 1mpoſſible, for angathat hath read the Greek Teſtament 


and underſtands what he reads, ever to be poſſeft with ſuch - Bp 


childiſh and ridiculous Idea of a Goſpel Church. 

Iconfeſs, theſe. publick Places are very convenient, and do 
think tis great Pity they are no better ſupply'd. Tis a groſs 
Miſtake, to think we have any Prejudice againft the Place, 
or make it any Scruple of Conſcience to hear of to preacli 
there, if that was atl; but to ſay that theſe are Goſpel 
Churches, is fuch ridiculous Nonſeuſe, as we ſhould be ur- 
ENS | 9 5 terly 


 muſthe-kngwn'by-the Marks:or Notes of a Church. And here 
| u Wi Notes of 
true Church, but ſuch as Tithink all-true-Proteftants are pad. 


depart from ſuch a Church ; nay, 1 think it may be. queſtion's 


whetherithat can or ought to be called 2 Church, that is wn? 


ing in thoſe, or any of thoſe Eſſentials of a Geſpel, Church. 
But ſuppoſe it is.; yet as 2 Houſe may be a Houſe, tho! ſo de- 
cay d and out of repair, that a Man cannot live in it without ma- 
nifeſt Hazard of his Life, and ſo ought, for Self · præſervation, to 
ſeek out for a ſafer Dwelling; ſo, a Church may be calld a 
Church (perhaps) which is ſo deviated from the A poſtolical Pats 
tern, that it may not be conſiſtent uith true Wiſuom, or Safety 
to our Souls, to continue longer in it 3 eſpecially When one far 
better is at hand to be had For Soul- concern is ſo exceeding 
great, that we ought not to venture where one may poſſibly h 
laved, but to walk where there is the leaſt Danger of being loſt. 
And thoſe that love to n aware ot 
ſplittiog at laſt. The Way to ILY beft, e ha 
not need to make it yet narrower. A ſingre Soul finds the beſt 
of Preaching, the-beſt'Praying, and the beſk Company. all little 
enoygh to help bim forward. Gs therefore now to pes 
its, is Eo EE more 


* 


h 
Truth z it being one End of his 


75 bers an Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for 
the 
fone ae Bb of Chri(t, il} we all cone in the, Unity of the Faith, 
ani of the 
horts Titus to avoid falſe Doctrine, Titus 2. 7, 8. 80, 1 Tim. 4. 
16. Take beed unto thy ſelf, and uno thy Doctrine. As Chriſt is che 
great Prophet of his Church, ſo we are to preaeh up his Laws 
Eithout making any of our on. Hence the Church of God is 
faid to be the Pillar and Groud of Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 16. So 
Eyb 2. 20. And are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
hers, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner ſtone. So that you 
fee Goſpel Truth is the very Foundation of a Church, 
The Church of Rome is very corrupt in Doctrine; they hold 
Tranſubſtantiation, Human Satisfaction; they pray to Saints, 
De. for which Cauſe we ſepatate from em; and by the ſame 
Rule ought to ſeparate from all others who have forſaken. the 
Truth. "Chriſt commands, Mark 4. 24. Tate beed what ye. hear. 
There is no Church, Iconfels, tho never ſo erroneous, but pre- 
tend to maintain and defend the Truth. The Papiſts have put 
even Proteſtants to Death as Hereticks. The French. call. their 
King the Moſt Chriſtian King. Others have as high an Opinion 
that they are in the Truth; and tis: to be ſuppoſed, Men would 
not make ſuch & Profeſſion, unleſs they did think -themſelves in 
the right Way. But as Truth is but one, and it isimpoſſible for 
ſuch as really differ in their Sentiments to be all ſound in the 


Faith; fo this hond make us look the more carefully to Our own: 


Principles, and to be the more tender in eenſur ing all that may 


. differ from us. Foo many take things upon truſt, and rather be- 


eve things to be true, becauſe the Church to which they be- 
long believes them, than becauſe the Word of God will prove 
them; and fo, ſometimes happen on the Truth by chance. Saith 

\Chrift, Jun 5. 39. Search the Seriptures=— and they are they which 
mſtifieof me. R was the Commendation of thoſe noble Bereans, 
Ms 17. F. chat they ſearched the Serigture- daily, wherber thoſe © 
WY, Many, 


things were ſos-* © 
* i "7 
+7, + Ss > ” 


or, "diſſenting: Churches Orthodox. 19 

Many, inſtead of preaching Chriſt and the Doctrine of Free 

Grace, ſpend moſt of their time in Railing againſt thoſe that: differ 

from them, and crying up their own Conſtitution, like thoſe I» 

dolaters, Ax 19.-24 to 28. They cried, Great was Diana, be- 

cauſe they liv'd by making her Silver Shrines. *Tis ealy to ſee 
what Spirit ſuch Men are led by, and what Principle they. af 
rom. 75 . . f | 88 | ; by 
ay, are there not ſome, and thoſe generally the ſame, who 

n diſown ſome of their own Articles; calling them rather Articles 
of Peace, than Articles of Faith. If thoſe Articles were not 
true, why did they ſubſcribe to them? If true, why do they 
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diſoun any of them? Ee 6 
Let me add; when our Divines make the Preaching bf the 
Truth a Note of a true Church, we can ſcarce underftand em, 
as if they meant any Truths; but the moft weighty Truths of the 
Goſpel z for the Devil himſelf hath own*d ſome Truths, tho the 
Father of Lies, Luke 4. 34. 1 know thee who thou art, the holy 
One of God. I can ſcarce believe there is a Church on Earth, but 
_ doth embrace ſome Truths. VV 9 
Should a Minifter ſpend moſt of his time in proving the Be- 
ing of a God, or that the World was created, and not Eternal, 
and that it is the Heavens and not the Earth that moves: could 
he ſhew exactly how high Babe} was before the Builders were 
confounded, or what the Locuſts and wild Honey were that John 
did eat: could he prove exactly how long Goliab's Sword was, 
e. tho! theſe things might chance to be true, yet theſe alon 
will ſcarce prove that to be a true Church. Yea, I will ſuppoſe 
him to make up the reſt of his Time in preaching up Moral Pu- 
ties, as, to wrong no Man, to pay every Man his Due; for 
tho! theſe are true, yet they are ſuch Truths, as the very Hea- 
thens have believed and practiſed, who never knew what was 
neceſſary to be known to Salvation; and ſo cannot be an infal- 
lible Mark of a true Church. Therefore, when they make the 
Preaching of Truth a Mark of a true Church, they doubtleſs mean 
ſuch Truths as are neceſſary to Salvation; ſuch as Free Juſtifica- 
rion by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, che Neceſſity of Faith, and 
Holineſs; and that tis by the Spirit's free and powerful Agen- 
cy that we do theſe 3 that we endeavour to let every Man know 
the Plague of his own Heart, his Need of Chriſt, and his miſe» 
rable and undone'State without him. . 
Yea further, I will ſuppoſe, that ſuch as make the Preaching 
of Truth to be a Note of a true Church, do under ſtand, not on 
that the Truths preached are weighty, but that they are preached 
indeed, and not only tranſcribed out of Authors: or that the 
Hearers ſhould be limited to a certain and ſmall Number of 
3 Sermons. This is to deal by Men worſe than Children, wbo 
are always ſuffer d to take out of their Leſſon, when they have 
got it by heart. Muſt * and Preaching both he tur ned in- 
ir... ⅛ ¼ V 
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to Form e how the Reading a Ser | 
Pulpit, folen out of other Mens Works, can bs called Preach- 


— 


to go into the Country to ſee ſome Friends, if I miftake not, at 
Whirſutide 5 and for ſome Lears together heard the Minifter al- 
ways on that Text, Prov. 24. 30, 31. I wem by the Field of the 
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Vu was all grown over with Thotns. The Gentleman perceiving 
the Text to be ſo weighty and copious,” concluded he had been 
AƷpon it ſeveral Years ; till he enquired of his Friends, who- told 
him it fell in always on that Day in courſe. Thus as a blind 

Horſe in a Mill goes his Rounds, and never goes out of his Path; 
- fo do ſome Men in their Diſcourſes, for I dare not call it Preach- 


Truths? But, Poor Sonls! they don't deſire too much Preach- 
1 8; they are like People, like Prieſts ; they love to have the 
1 parſon ſtand to his Text, and not venture too far into new Mat- 
1 | ter, left ſomething at one time or other ſhould happen to touch 
| their guilty Conſciences. Saith' Chrift, Mat. 15. 14. Let ibem 4- 
June, they be blind Leaders of the Blind; and if the Bin lead the 

Blind, both ſhall fal imo the Dich, g. 


a adorned with Human Literature, Men of excellent Parts and 
great Learning; yet, I think they have the leaft Occaſion for it, 
and make the leaft Uſe of it, of àuy Men of that honourable 


and Money, to acquire ſuch a Meaſure of Learning, and after 
all, to make dur little better Uſe of it, than to tranſcribe an 
EnþliſÞ Author, or now and then to rack their Wits to make a 
Diſcourſe on ſome Occaſion, when they can't find one ready com- 
pos that has Venom enough in it. Let theſe no more blame 
Men for Fares into the Miniftry with little or no Learning, for 
the Difference between not having and not uſing it, ſeems not 
| = to me, except in this, the latter wil} have the more dread- 
ful Account to give. For tis laid, Luke 12. 47. And this Ser- 
vant that knew bis Lord's Will, and prepared nor himſelf, neniber did 
cording to big Will, ſbal] be beaten with Many Stripes. © * 
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Nothing can encourage unlearned Men more to 
able to do thus men | tho' I am perfwaded many of them have 


bo need of it, and have more H 
_ of ſuch notorious Book-chefe, 


— 


ps? I cannot ſee how the Reading a Sermon over in a 


in 5 — 1 | | 85 
ö 2 Gentle, a ondbhr that wab wont once a Year © 
Slothful, and by ths Vineyard of ibe Mam void of Underſtanding, and 
jog. Such, ſure, muſt needs be ſhort-ſighted, that are thus 


ſtraitned for Matter, when God's Commands are ſo exceeding 
Broad. How ignorant muft ſuch Hearers be of many Divine 


Io give ſome Men their Due, T muſt own them to be well 


Function under Heaven. It ſeenis pity to ſpend ſo much Time 


Not An ene I le pteach than 
is. Scarce ever did I know any undertake that Work, but were 


mere Honefty in theth thai to be guilty | 


24 Note of a true Church, is the due Adminiftration of the 
Seals of the Covenant, Baptiſm and the Lord's? Supper; where 
dels are wanting, or unduly adthinifired, it cam be no Shciſm 
IG f 63% 5 N of — , 7 9 8 fog KD: 8 - « to 
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to depart from that Church, to go to one where they are. 
. Baptiſm. I don't deſign to enlarge on this, it being a con- 
troverted Point; but this Ill venture to ſay, (and if any diſlike 
it, let them attribute it to my Weakneſs, When they have con- 
futed it) I never yet could ſes how all the Children born in this 
Nation could have a Right to that Ordinance. All Right to that 
Ordinance muſt be either Perſonal, or Parental. A Perſonal 
Right (L conceive) is that which ariſes from our Relation to 
Chriſt, and Covenant -Intereſt in him; and ſor any to partake 
of this Ordinance, who are adult, without this, is hut like 
ſealing a Blank Bond, Now this perſonal Right may be known, 
either by a viſible. holy. Converfation, - or by a verbal Decla« 
ration of a Work of Grace wrought in us, But Infants being 
uncapable of both; cannot come in upon this Claim. A Paren- 
tal Right, is that which ariſes from our being born of Parents, 
one of which, at leafty. hath a perſonal Right himſelf : Nil des 
goo ſe non babes, God made the Promile to believing Abra- 
„ and to his Seed; and the Apoſtle tells us, if we are Chriſt 8, 
then are we Abrabam s Seed, and Heirs according to Promiſe. 
And ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 14. For «he unbelie ving Habu 
it from ed by 1he Wife, and the unbelieving Wife is ſandified by ths 
; elſe were your Children unclean, but now are they holy» 
Prom whence it appears, that where both the Parents are notes _ 
rioufly wicked, as is too often to be ſeen, theſe Children can 
have no more Right to Baptiſm upon their Parents aceount, than 
the Children of — ps 8 3 . 30 605 
But ſome may object, that all the ih Children were cirs 
cumcifed, and no doubt but many of em had wicked Parents; 
and if ſo, why may not the Children of wicked Parents as well 
be tapgized ? 1,464 9085 W E 
To which I anfwer : May we not as well argue thus? Zipporah 
circumciſed a Child, ergo Women may baptize. Let us ſuppoſe 
fome Children of ungodly Parents circumciſed, yet it will nog 
follow, that ſach ought to be haptized; If ſuch were circumciſed, 
without a Command, it was ſinful in them that circumciſed them, 
and ſo no Precedent to us. But ſuppoſe they were circumeiſed 
putſuant to a Divine Command; yet it doth not follow, that all. 
Children ought now to be baptiz d. The Church was then in its 
Infancy, but is now come to greater Maturity. Several Things 
were practiſed under that Diſpenſation, which are laid afide as 
uſeleſs undet our Goſpel Day. They had their Sacrifices of 
flain Beafts, but we have none; they had a High Prieſt, but we 
have none; and why is it? But becauſe the New Teftament re- 
quires no ſuch Thing. 80, as to the Point in hand, as we are 
under a New Teftament Diſpenſation, fo we are to walk by the 
Rules thereof. If therefore we find therein (as I have ſhewn) 
that where both the Parents are Unbelievers, there the Children 
are unclean; what has any one to do to call them dean? 1 
o 8 OY F ; 5 | u 


or, diſſenting Churches Orthodox. 1 
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22  Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks ; 
But may ſome ſay; we ſupply that Defe& by Godfathers and 
Godmothers. To which I anſwer, theſe being no Parents, can 
never convey a Parental Right, be they never ſo good. But 
commonly tis to be obſerv'd, that the ſtanding Goſſips in Pa- 
riſhes are the vaineft Perſons, and ſuch as can convey no Right 
to that Ordinance to their own Children, much leſs can they 
convey a Right to others. But ſuppoſe them to be holy, yet 
who'calFd them to that Work ? Is this of God or from Men ? 
That Which has no Divine Command for it, will ſcarce bave/a 
Divine Bleſſing attend it. I wonder how any dare to engage for 
another, that he ſhall forſake the World, the Fleſh, and the De- 
vil. What is this, but to mock God, to promiſe that for others, 
which they cannot perform for themſelves 3 and more ſtrange, 
that ſuch as pretend to be Guides, ſhould ſuffer this. As for the 
. Goſſips, poor ignorant Souls, they know not what 
Ia, 3. 12. they do; but for ſuch as lead em, thus to cauſe: 
them to err, is dreadful. Sure thoſe Sureties have 
_ either low Thoughts of what they promiſe, or high Thoughts of 
their owa Abilities to perform, or both. This threefold Pro- 
miſe they think perform'd, when the Children come to learn 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandments, 
From whence it appears what Thoughts they had of what they 
folemnly promiſed. What, is this to forſake the World, the 
' Fleſh, and the Devil! O eaſy Way to Heaven! But perhaps 
you'll ſay, that is not all, for they are moreover to bring them 
to be Biſhopt, as they call it, or confirmed, which is the Second 
Part to the ſame Tune. The Papiſts have reckoned Confirma- 
tion among their Seven Sacraments; but where do we read 
df ſuch a diſtinct Ordinance in the New Teſtament ? I well. 
know that we read of confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, Acts 
14. 22. and of confirming the Churches, Akts 15. 41. but that this 
s done by a ſhort Form of Words in the nature of a Charm, 
Tam yet to learn. It ſeems evident, this was done by preach- 
ing che Goſpel. But ſuppoſe, tho? by no means to grant, that 
the Apoſtles did this as a diftin& Ordinance, . yet how miſerably 
do theſe miſs the Mark, as to the Subject. For while they only 
confirmed Diſciples, and Church- Members, and who, no doubt, 
did walk ſuitably thereunto; theſe uſually confirm the very worft 
in the Pariſhes. Many I have known confirm'd thus indeed, but 
it has been in Sin and Wickedneſs. I'll conclude this Head with 
the Words of Huſſe, as quoted by Dr. Willet in his Syn. Pap. 
Pi. 818. Brevs & levis Confirmario. Epiſcoporum cum Ritibus folem- 
mizata, eſt 4 Diabolo imrodguita: That light and brief Confir- 
mation of Biſhops, with its Rights, as it is ſolemnized, is intro - 
duc'd by the Devil. But ſome may fay, he means Romiſh Bi- 
ſhops; Suppoſe it ſo, yet how the ſame Thing can be of God a- 
mong Proteſtants, ' which is ot the Devil among Papiſts, I con- 
tes Jam at a loſs to know, CC 
why 5 24. Seal 
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2d. Seal is the Lord's Supper. Chrift will havre 
this Ordinance kept up in his Churches till he, 1 Cor. 1 1. 26. 
comes; and as he will have this Ordinauce per 
petuated, ſo he hath given us Rules to know to whom it is to 
e adminiſtred; and hath told us, Mar. 15. 26. Ti not meet 10 
take the Childrens Bread, and caſt it io Dogs. Lea, and expreſly 
commands, Mat. 7. 6. Give not that which is boly uno the Dogs. 
And the Apaſtle backs this, and tells us, 1 Cor. 10. 21. 'Te 6 
not drink the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of Devils: Te camos be 
Partakers of the Lord's Table, and of ibe Table of Devils. But, if 
| after all, a Church will be ſo wieked as to receive all Comers, 
yea, to compel all from 16 to 60. to come to that Ordinance, 
none can juſtly blame ſuch as are Saints indeed, for departing 
from ſuch a Church. Tis doubtleſs the Duty and Property of a 
Goſpel Church, to do all ſhe can to promote the Honour of 
Chriſt, but what greater Affront and Indignity can be offered to 
Chriſt, than to admit common Drunkards, Swearers, Oc. 55 


meet Gueſs with him; This is much worſe than cruciffing 
Chriſt between two Thieves, for they. did not belieye Chriſt to 
be the promiſed Meſſiah; but theſe ſeem, to have ſuch an high 
Eſteem for him, that no ſooner they hear the Ca of his 
Name, but in conjunction with thoſe ſubterraneous Spirits, they 
bow the Knee; and yet after all, admit of many ſuch to be Gu 


4 


Thieves that hung upon the Croſs, And what is 


: "+ % . 


this, but to murder Souls, to ſuffer: fach to come Hol. 5. 10. | 


to that Ordinance, as have no diſcerning; of the ICor.11.29, 


themſelves, This is to make the Houſe of God a a 
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with him at his Table, whoſe Sins are of no leſs Dye than thoſe” | 


Den of Robbers. Thus the Table of the Lord is made contemp- 


tible and polluted, Mal. 1. 12. | 


Under the Law, if there was a Suſpicion of the Leproſie, the 
3 iefl was to look on him, and to determine the Matter, as in * 
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was to continue in the Camp, among his Brethren. And look, 


| @s'the Leper was not to judge of, his qwn -Cleannoſs, but the 


| Yan think himſelf never ſo clean, yet if the Minifter and 
Ghoe 85 0 
_ clean, and ſhut him out of their Camp, and not be im 


©  Prieft; ſo under the Goſpel, Souls are not to be ſole Judges of 


themſelves, in order to a Communion with a Church. Let a 


& fee his Plague ſpots, they ought to pronounce — 
upon, left others ate infected by him. The Admiſſion of ſuch 
Fcandaltous' Members tends not only to the Ruin of ſuch em- 
„ bers, but to tbe Ruin of the whole Community. 
Ames 3. 3. Wo can amo walk togerber except they be agreed? 
Taking in wicked Members is the way to drive 


4 


| anthem that are-good;/ and then what will the Bull of uch 


TCC en 
” But ſome may further plead, that tho? Perſons have been 
Arunk two or-three Times in a Week, yet they in Charity hope 
that on Saturday at Night they may have repented. To this I 
anſwer; This wild Charity has undone Thouſands. We are not 
0 go upon meer Poſhbillties, what may he, but as near as can 
be, upon Certainties. What is. If I ſee a Perſon live in Sin, and 
n Ef ASae If Fomnns T am to judge him a Sin- 
uber Ties of Tbiſtles. I would fain new what 


ground there is in Scripture for ſuch Charity. - To be charitable 


-* 


ſo in the Goſpel, we have Directions what Faults are puniſhable 


55 to do doc but this is to do Miſehief, therefore no Charity. 
It would he a rhaufand Times more like true Charity to unde- 


 erive ſuch Souls, and inſtead of giving them the Sacrament, to 
give a found Reprocf for prefuming'to cfoud in among the Gueſs 


In their filthy Garments. E enn 
No it can never be Schiſm to depart from a- Chureh, if ſuch 
intalerable Diſorders as theſe are conniv'd at. If ſuch as call 


tbemſelves a Church, have” no Pouet to keep out ſcandalous 
"Members, becauſe they think themſelves fit, I ean't ſee how any 


# 


Room is left in ſuch a Chureh for any Cenſures in that Church. 


For if the Perſon was to be ſole Judge of bis Fitneſs as to 4 . 
"coming in, why not alfo as to his continuing in? And ſo the 


Firch tas no Power left to bind, contrary'to t. 18. 18. Whar- 


Fate hat bind on Bar ih ſpall be bound in Heguen. 


3 Note of a true Church is regular Diſcipline 4 where there 
is no Rod, and yet many Children in a Hoyſe, there is like to be 
an unruly-Family, 80 Where a Church is numerous, and no 
Rod of Diſcipline, what can ſuch a Church come to? Nor muſt 
it be a Rod of our on making. but ſuch as God hath appoint- 
ed. For as God will have Diſeipline in his Church, ſo he hath 
told us what it muſt be. For as the Law of the Land doth not 
only require that ſome Puniſhment is inflicted for ſuch and ſuch 
Crimes, but appoints the kind of Puniſhment for ſuch Faults; 
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ment to uſe, and in what way to uſe it; and to puniſh any in a 
| 937 contrary to the Rules Chrift bath AM: . in 
to God, 25 not to puniſhar 2. I dor y 
read of any O ffender that ever ftood in à white Sheet, in 
Apoitle's Day ; or was laid under apy. pecuniary Fines. 


0 arning given? th 

never ran upon Men as Lions, but always ſhew d Ts ARoh th 
nas ai ant aid 
_ - TheWeapons they uſed were not carnal but ſpi 
we read of apy one reftor'd upon che Payment al: 


ſuppoſe CanjunQion : Such therefore as "eg were join d to a . 
Church, according to the Order of the Goſpel, can't be guilty 1 
of Schiſm, in not holding Communion with that Church, be it 
never ſo pure. For as ſhe that never was married can't tranſgreſs 
the Rules of Wedlock;; no more can they fin by not ſubmitting 
to the Rules of a Church, who never were Members of chat 
Church. And as we mull go.co the New Teſtamet for Light, 
concerning the Order of a Goſpel Church, and not to the "Jew! 
Law, from which Yoke we are now free, Gal. 5. 1. {0 by Me 
dame Rule, we muft judge how we become Members of fuch a 
Church. For I dont think it left to the Liberty of any, to ga- 
ther Churches as they pleaſe, or to make Laws in Chriſts 
Church. When the Tabernacle was rais d, they were to obſerye 
to do every thing according to the Commands, even to a Pin, or 
the Taches, Exod. 26, With no leſs Exactneſs are we to obſerve 
the Order Chriſt has given us in his Goſpel, in his Churches. 
Certain it is, beyond all Contradiction, there are ſome Churches 
in the World, which we may not hold Communion with, and yet 
not be guilty of Schiſm ; tho' in the mean while we believe them 
to be Churches of Chriſt. 1 oy believe the Church in Geneva 
3 8 | 7 
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to the Point in hand; for we have a Rule for this under the 
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26  Diſſenters no 


to be a true Church, yet don't therefore think I am bound to 


hold Communion with that Church, much leſs do I think my 


ſelf a Schiſmatick becauſe I do not. But to come nearer home, 


and to the Point, Town many particular Diſſenting Churches in 


England to be true Churches, and the beſt of Churches, yet I 
don't think my ſelf guilty of Schiſm, tho" I never held Commu- 
nion with ſome of them; becauſe, though I approve of em, yet 
I am not a Member of them. I ſhall therefore ſhew, 1. Nega- 


tively, what doth not make us to be Members of a. Church, ſo 


as that our Non-communion with it is Schiſm. 2. Poſitively, 
what doth. Ke 5 7 at : 
1. Neg. Tis not our being born, or our living in a Nation 


where ſuch a Church is, be it never ſo pure, that doth make us 


Members of that Church; for tho* the Church may be a true 
Church, yet ſome may not be qualified, according to Goſpel- 
Rules, to be Members of it: but ſuppoſe they were, yet a bare 


- Qualification doth not make one a Member, no more than a 
Man's being qualified for a Member of Parliament doth make 


him a Member thereof. How far this might be a Rule under the 
'Fewiſh Diſpenſation, I ſhall not now enquirezas not material at all 


New Teſtament Diſpenſation, to which we ſhall do well to take 


heed, For tho' I honour Moſes as a Servant, I_ honour Chriſt 


more as his Lord, Zeb, 3. 3. when *tis ſaid, Ads 2. 41. And the 
Jame Day there were added umo them about 3000 Souls, we can ſcarce 
ungderſtand it of ſo many born. In ſhort, theſe [ Born-Members] 


5 ſeldom prove good. Nor doth our living in ſuch a Nation make us 


Members. Saith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. 20. When ye come together 
 #berefore into one Place, was this the whole Nation do you think? 


Can we ſuppoſe, without offering Violence to Reaſon, that the 
Church in Philemon's Houſe was the whole Nation? If every 
Church was National, I wonder how there came to be ſeven in 
Aa, Rev. 1. 4. If all that live in a Nation muſt be Members, 
Lord, what a Church muſt that be! Then the Queſt ion need 
not be ask d, what are you? have you Grace? Se. but where 


was Jou born ? or rather, where do you live? The very Namiag 


"ſuch a Church as this is enough to drive away all ſober Chrifti- 
_ ans to ſeek for a better Paſture, left they ſhould pine away by 


ftaying in a Common over-ſtock*d. T wiſh the Pope is not brought in 


At laſt as the Head of ſo vaſt a Church. We read of Churches in 

ſuch and ſuch Towns, as Epheſus, Smyrna, Cc. and more than once 
_ "of a Church ina Houſe ; but where do we read of ſuch a thing as 
A National Church in the New Teftament'? if all that live in a 
Nation muſt be Members of a Church, then ſuch as are excom- 
. municated muſt be driven beyond Sea. „„ 


4 


2. Tis 


- ct. 
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2. *Tis not our being Baptized by a Church, that doth ſo 
make us Members of that Church; that our not holding 
Communion with that Church afterward, muft abſolute» 
ly render us guilty of Schiſm. It may admit of a Debate, 
whether ever any were made Church-Members by Bagiſm? 
To me it ſeems clear; that tis by Virtue of Church-Member- 
ipthat the Perſon has a Right to Baptiſm in foro hominum, and 
not Baptiſm that makes any to be Members. But I will not in- 
ſift on this Head; but will 8 that all that are baptized, do 
ipſo facto, become Members of that Church; yet tis poſſible, in 
ome Caſes; that a departing from ſuch. a- Church may not be 
Schiſm. For inftance, ſhould a Parent baptize his Child into the 
Romiſh Faith, and after that the Child ſees their Errors; would 
it be Schiſm to depart from that Church? Surely not; eſpeci- 
ally in the Judgment of Proteſtants. And they that affirm this, 
do unavoidably charge our Reformers with Schiſm, in ſepara- 
ting from Rome; and if the very Foundation of a Church was 
laid in Schiſm, tis no wonder to ſee a daily departing from that 
Church. I cannot but think, that they that make ſuch an Out» 
cry againft us as Schiſmaticks, in departing from them, be. 
cauſe ſome of us, without our Knowledge and Conſent, were 
baptized by them, do it to affright us all by degrees back again 
to the Church of Nome; for if our Non · communion with them, 
meerly upon the Account of Baptiſm, renders us guilty of Schiſm, 
it ſeems to me impoſſible, how they that have done the ſame 
feen de nee $55 5 ri 3 an 
2. Poſitively, That which now makes us Members of a Goſpel 
Church, is a voluntary and free Reſignation of our ſelves, under 
God, to the Care of ſuch a Church, in order to our Partaking of 
all Ordinances with them. Whether this muſt be done by Wri: 
ting, or by ſpeaking our Minds, and whether this Declaration 
muſt be made to the Miniſter, or before the whole Church, I 
ſhall not now determine; but ſhe it muſt be a voluntary Act in 
the Perſon joining. When Paul was converted, tis ſaid, Ads 
19. 26. He Aſſayed to | join himſelf ] iq the Diſciples. So Ad 5. 13, 
od the reſt. durſt no Man ¶ join bimſelf] 16 them; to ſhew the 
ormer had. S0 2 Cor. 8. 5. And ibis they did, not as we boped, 
but firſt ¶ gave their own ſelves] to the Lord, and unto us, by the Wil 
of God, *Tis faid, they firſt gave themſelves to the Lord, i. e. 
by Faith, as being neceſſary, in order to their being joined ta the 
Church, Communion with God is neceffary, in order to Com- 
munion with a Church of God: Then they gave themſelves to 
the Church, to ſhew how that Act of giving themſelves to the 
Church, was as. voluntary as their giving. themlelves to the 
Lord; and *tis added, this they did by the Will of God, as re- 
ferring to both, to ſhew that both were pleaſing to Gd. 
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But obſerve carefully, that tho a Perſon can't be a Member 
of a Church without this voluntary Act, ſo as to be admitted in- 
to full Communion with that Church, and ſo conſequently can- 
not be guilty of Schiſm, in not holding Communion with it; yet 
it is poſſible that ſuch as have thus voluntarily joined - them» 
ſelves, and after depart from it, may not be guilty of Schiſm. 
Should a Perſon who has thus joined himſelf with the Church 
of Rome, in his Ignorance and Blindneſs, after come to be en- 
bghtired into their Errors, and depart from them, did Prote- 


ſtants ever count this Schiſm? No ſurely. 


But to make this more clear to you, it being that which doth 
immediately concern ſome Diſſenters 3 conſider Paul, whom T 
think we may ſafely follow, was born in the Boſom of che Fer- 
#þ Church; and not only ſo, but did after conſent to it, and a great 


while he continued in it, was à Zealot for it, and made great 


Progreſs in it. Says he, Ads 22. 3. I am verily 4 Man which an 
4 6 and taight according 10 the perfect manner of the. Law 
th: Fathers ;, and wi Fealows towards God, as ye all. are ibis day. 
So Gl 1. 13, 14, Oc. For ye bave beard of my Converſation in 
Time paſt, in the Jews Religion, how that beyond meaſure I perſecu- 
tel the Church of God, and waſted it, and profited in the Jews Reli- 
gion above many my "Equals in mine own Nation, being more ex- 
ceedingly cealous of the Traditions of my Fatbers. So again, Phil. 
3˙ 6. Cireumeiſed the eighyþ Day, of 'the Stock of Iſrael, of ibe Tribe. 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as rouching the Lam 4 
Phariſee : Yet when God converted him, he ſoon quits that Way, 
And joins to them that he had perſecuted, and 
Gal. 1. 23, preached the very Fab be bad deſtraed; and tels 
As, v. 7. But what Things were gain ta me, thoſe] © 
raunted loſs for Chriſt. Thus you ſee how that tis not a Perſon's 
being born in the Boſom of che Church, nor his after-Conſent to 


it, that doth always oblige him not to depart from it. 
1 „„ 9 47 33 


IV General ſhall be to ſhew what Schiſm is. I have ſhewn yon 
the Word ſignifies Difſention or Diviſioh. So that I define it 
thus: *Tis a cauſleſs Separation from a Church; or a ſinful cau- 
King of Contention, or Diviſions in a Church, where we remain. 
1 ſhall ſpeak diſtinctiy to the Parts of it, which are TWG. 
1. A caulleſs Departing from a Church. There are ſeveral 
* Cauſes why we may depart from a Church. Suppoſe a Per- 
on removes from one County to another, or from one Nation 


ro another, by ſome ſpecial Providence; in ſuch a caſe, none 


can deny but he may depart from the Church where he was, and 
join with a ſound Church where he goes. Or, ſuppoſe there are 
wuch Ic tegularities in the Church where he is, as he cannot bear, 


25 


then in Conſcience he may and ought to depart; 'efpecially if he 
finds he has no Power to rectify them by ftaying in; in this 
TEE : . ; LORD 54 7 © us caſe, 
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caſez the Sin lies at their Door who gave the Offence, and not at 
his that took it; If a Church will lay ſuch ftum» _{ m 
bling Blocks in the way as cannot be leapt over; Ezek. 14 3,4; 
tis more their Fault that laid them, than his who Rom. 1613. 
turns aſide to Avoid them. Before we can juſtly , 
accuſe any of Schiſm, in departing from us, we muſt be careful 
to prove, that we have not departed from God's Word ; by ad- 
ding to, or taking from; — Rules left us therein, in point of 
Worſhip 3. for I look upon that to be the moſt dangerous Schiſm, 
. to depart from God's Word. For the beſt of Churches now on 
Earth may err; but the. Scripture is an infallible Rule, as to Faith 
and Manners; If, therefore, any will add to tis Rule, and then 
make thofe Additions Terms of Communion, let them ſee to it. 
A true Church of Chrift will own Chrift in all his Offices, as a 
res REO, and not only as a King, to rule by Laws 
I have often heard it confeſsd by thoſe from whom we diſ- 
ſent, that the Cauſes of our Separation from them are only Ce- 
remonies, and Things indifferent. Tis well they are ſo to them 
for I do ſincerely affirm, if one may ſpeak for all, they are not 
ſo to us. We can't think any Part of Inſtituted Werſhip indif- 
ferent, when we read that awful Text, Rev. 22. 18, 19. For f 
teftify umu every Man this bearetb be Words of the Prophecy of ibis 
Book, if any tun ſball aud amo theſe Things, God ſbull di unto 
bim the Plagues what are written in thx Book : Ani if in Man h, 
_ rake way from the Words of the Book of this Prophecy, God (ſhall 
rake away bis purt out of 1he Book of Life, and out of the boly City, 
and from the Things which are wrinen in tb Book. O' dreadful 
Sentence! Could we but perſwade our ſelves thoſe Things are in- 
different which they owa to be ſo, they would readily ſee our 
Compliance with them, tho" they will not comply wich us to part 
with them. For I judge Separation from Churches to be a Thing 
of too ill conſequences, to be encouraged for nothing, or for 
Things indifferent. What, ſhall we cauſe Heats and Animoſities 
175 Neighbours? Shall we weaken the Intereſt of the Nation 
and thereby indanger our Lives, aud all that is dear to us? 
Stall we he ſuch Fools as to run but the Hazard of Ferſecution 
when we may fleep in a whole Skin, and all theſe for Ceremo- 
nies, or Things indifferent? Intereſt would teach us to be wiſer 
than thus; had we but a Grain of common Senſe; and not to 
debar our ſelves of Things advantageous, for the ſake of Things 
indifferent. Is it not far more deſirable to be fixt in a Liring as 
good as free Land, than to live ſuch a precarious Life as we do; 
and to be under ſuch mean Circumſtances as many of us are? 
And have we not Reaſon to believe, from them that are gone 
before, that if others could do as they have done, our Sin of 
Schiſm is not too great to be forgiven. It is not for 
e e * 1 on- 
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Contention-ſake, but for Conſcience-ſake towards 
1 Pet. 2. 19. God, that we diſſent? And ſinee it can be no o- 
--- _*- ther ſure we deſerve to be more tenderly dealt 
with, than branded as Schiſmaticks, . 
Suppoſe we were in a Miſtake, a tender Chriſtian Behaviour 
would be the moſt proper way to convince us. Conſcience is a 
tender Thing, and can't be compell d: Hence faith the Apoſtle, 
| Rom: 84. 5. Let every Man be fully perſwaded in his own Breaft. 
Mean while we wrong no Man. We endeavour to render to Cæ- 
ſar the Things which are Cæſar's, and unto God the Things 
which are God's. We pay Tribute to whom [Tribute is due; Cu- 
Rom to whom Cuſtom is due, We pay Tythes and Rates for the 
Support of that Church that many of us never come at; and 
hat not from Conſtraint, but of a willing Mind. We pray always 
nan earneſtly for the Queen now upon the Throne, and are rea- 
dp, if occaſion requir'd it; and the Wall of Partition. was but re- 
moy'd, to throw aſide our Bibles, or rather to take them with 
us, anck to venture our Lives, and all that is dear to us, in De- 
fence of her Royal Perſon, and the Laus; and are unwilling to 
believe, chat ever ſhe intends to take up the Sword, or a ſhorter 
Weapon againſt us, who are ſo willing to venture our All for 
her, But to return from this Digreſſio n. 
But now, as for ſuch as own theſe Things to-be Indͤifferent, 
(and indeed all the World muſt own they are indifferent on their 
ide) ànd fo conſequently can part with them without Sin, yet 
will not, how will they anſwer it to God one Day? Can we 
think thoſe Men do really think Schiſm ſuch a damnable Sin as 
they tell us it is, when to prevent it, they will not part with 
what they call things indifferent ? unleſs they deſire our Damna- 
tion. What! doth it ſeem a Thing leſs than indifferent, whether 
ſo great a Part of the Nation be ſav'd or damn d? We can't but 
\ Fake ſuch Treatment unkindly, as we are Neighbours, as we are 
Natives, as we are Subjects to the ſame Prince, and worſhip the 
lame God, to have ſuch: hard Things put upon us, as for the ſake 
of Things indifferent, to be both excluded from many Privileges, 
and to be branded as Schiſmaticks too. Foreigners, whether Pa- 
piſts or Heathens, Have kinder Treatment than we. We are the 
only home; born Slaves. Mean time, it goes near our Hearts, to 
think how ready we are to leap into the Flames to ſave one of 
their Bodies, tho“ we can't come up to their Modes of Worſhip; 
«and to think, they will not part with Things indifferent to ſaye 
ſo man of our Souls. If we don't return we are all damn'd, if 
ſome of them ſay true; and damn'd we may be, for all them; 
for if taking up a Straw would prevent our going to Hell, we 
ſhould go. I fear I may (ay of ſome, they would part with great- 
er Things to damn us than they will to ſave us. 
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2. Schiſm may be made by a ſinful cauſing of Strife and Divi- 


ons in a Church, where we continue Members. All Strife or 


Diviſion is not Schiſm. Should a Member of a Church ſee Diſ- 


orders in the Church, and ſhould think it more his Duty to ſtay 


a Member, in Hopes to rectify ſuch Diſorders, than to depart 
from the Church; tho? his continuing in might prove à Means 
of Contention or Diviſion, yet it might not be Sin on his fide» 


But 1 have hinted ſomething on this, before. In a word, if yon 


ſee one that loves to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord in Churches, by 
diſaffecting Members to the Minifter, or his Doctrine, without a 


Cauſe, or weakening the Affections of Members one to another, 


9 


note that Man as a Schiſmatick indeed. 5 
But for any peaceably to leave a Church, in ſome meaſure cor - 


rupt, to join with one more pure; to leave one that has a Mix- 


ture of Human Inventions, with Divine Inftitufions, to join with 
one that doth all Things according to Divine Appointment ;"hath 
not ſo much as the leaft Shadow of Schiſm in it. I would fain 
know what we have in our ftated Worſhip that is not clearly 


warranted by the Word of God ? Nay, what have we, that they 


have not, from whom we diflent, who yet charge us with Schiſm ? 


| Have we publick Singing? ſo have they. Have we Preaching 2 
ſo have they, tho? not ſo much. Have we Baptiſm with Water, 


in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? ſo have. 
they. Have we the Lord's Supper adminiſtred in both kinds? 
ſo have they. And as to Church-Officers, have they Biſhops ? 
ſo have we [good ftore.] Have we Deacons? fo have they, and 
Arch ones too ſome of chem. "SME 
As for Arch-Biſhops and Lord-Biſhops, we have none; yet 
we highly honour theſe as Czſar's Creatures. And. indeed it is 
well for us we have none of theſe, fince we have no Benefices 
ſufficient to ſupport their Pomp and Grandeur; for while theſe 


ride in their Coach and Six, our Biſhops are often forced to go 


on foot. | | 1 
Nor have we leſs to ſay in defence of our Diſcipline. As for 
too many of our Hearers, we are grieved to ſee their diſorderly 


| Converſations; we do all we can to reclaim theſe, by publick 
| and private Exhortations; we ſuit our Doctrine as near as we 


can to them, and deal faithfully with their Souls; but *cis not 
in our Power to change their Hearts. We can't drive theſe out of 
our Congregations, from Hearing, nor would we if we could. 


The more wicked any of theſe are, the more need to hear, it 


being the ordinary Means appointed of God to convert Souls. 
and that which through Grace we ſee daily bleſſed to that end. 
But we widely diftinguiſh between Hearers and Members. And 
we ſay, as 1 Cor. 5. 12, 13. For what have 1 10 do to judge them al- 


© ſo that are without, do not ye judge them that are within ? But them 
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, off ſcandalous Offenders 


But for Members that have joined themſelves to us, we take 
other Meafures as to them, We admaniſh fach as walk dilor- 
derly, and excommunicate ſuch as contexan our Admonition. 


e don't take in any Members without good Satisfattion. We 

do the beſt we can to rectify Diſorders, and not to luſter . 
lie upos each others Souls ; and had we the Civil Power to bac 

-._ . our Church -Cenſures, we ſhould not dowht, by the Bleſſing of 

 -  Gad, hut to keep our Churches much purer than now they are. 


We are not without our Failings, but don't think it our Duty to 


cut off a Member till all Göſpel- Means are uſed to render it 


ol again. Cutting off Members is an unpleaſant Work to us. 


Yet I am perſuaded, that the Diſſenting Churches, however they 


may differ in other A do all mutually 1 in this, to keep 
off b from the Table of the Lord. © 
We can't but with Lamentation ſpeak it, we have had ſome 
great Blots on ſome that have miniſtred in holy Things; not- 
withſtanding Churches Care in chuſing, and the Care of Mini- 


Rers in ordaining, yet now and then a Goat has ſlipt by in Sheep's 


Cloathing ; yet where ſuch Things have happen d, our Church- 
es have affum'd a Power to put them out at the ame Door they 
| came in. We read of a Judas among the twelve, 
Churches may miſtake, 

but as we don't read of his continuing with them, 
after the betray'd his Lord, but they ſoon choſe another Ar — 


nis Place, of greater Integrity: So let any, if chey can, 


ſandalous Miniſter that is continued among us. I do not men- 
tion theſe Things to lay open the Failings öf any Miniſters, but 


to jjuſtify thoſe Churches that have by this Means born their Te- 


ſtimony againſt thoſe whoſe Sins cannot be hid. And can ſuch 


= belong to our Churches be guilty of Schiſm! __ 


But here I will ſuppoſe ſome to object thus: After all you have 
faid for your ſelves, we don't think your Diſſenting Churches to 


be true Churches, or at leaft to be compar'd with that from 


which.you diſſent; as wanting, 1. Their Antiquity. 2. Autho- 


ity. 3. Unity. 4 Verity. 5. Uniformity, 6. Charity- 7. The 


very Place of Worſhip is made an Argument againſt us, for want 


of a better. To each of which I ſhall fully anſwer, and ſo wipe 
off the Reprpach caft upon us, and defire the Reader to weigh 
what is ſpoken without Prejudice. | 


And firſt, as to the ſuppoſed ObjeRion of the Want of Anti- 


quity : To this I anſwer in three Things as follows. 

1. Attiquity is no Note of a True Church, nor the want of it 
a Note of one that is not. The oldeft Churches are not always 
che beſt. Tho? the Old Teftament Diſpenſation was before the 
New, yet the Apoſtle makes this to be preferable to that, Heb. 


' £1+ 40. God having provided ſome better Things for u. So Heb. 7. 


22, By ſo much was Jeſus made 4 Sweyy of 4 better Teft 


he 
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urch. Saith Greg. Canſuetudo ſine ueritate, eſi veruſtas Erroris.: 


© 


Antiquity without Verity, is the antientneſs of Error. It mat- 


12 n our Churches are of, if but agreeable to 
A new Truth is, better than an old Error. Suppaſe we had 


lived Tgnorant of Goſpel· Truths to this Day, muſt we do always 
are to enquire, is it the right Way? Fer. 6. 16. Thas ſaith the 


ſo. We 127 walk in a Way decauſe it is troden, but we 


LORD, ſtand ye in the Ways, and ſee, and ask for ibe od Patbs, 


where in the good Way, and. walk therein, and ge foal find reſt for 


* 


old Way. Solomon faith, Prov. 16, 31. The boary Head a Conn 
of Glory, if. it be found in. the Way of Righteouſneſs. Let we are 
told, Ia. 65. 20. But the Sinner being an Hundred Tears old ſhall be 
aceurſed. Cuſtom in an evil Way never made that Practice the 

etter, but the worſe. If a Criminal be tried for a Fault, and 


be found Guilty, yet if it is the firſt Fault, he often eſcapes; 


but if he is found an old Thief ten to one but he dies. Thus 
as to the Caſe in hand; a Church that has long erred from the 
Truth, is but little to be eſteemed. So that before we can be 
perſwaded to honour a Church for its Antiquity, we muſt ſee its 
Verity, leſt we ſhould honour the Devil more than Paul, ſince 
tis certain he is the elder. Ta 

2. If Antiquity is an infall 


themſelves to be à purer Church than either. Tis well know. 
to many, how they boaſt of Antiquity, as if none like em; ane 
have challenged the Body of Proteſtants, to prove where their 
Church was before Luther's Day. To which the general Anſwer 
has been; that the true Church, till then, lay in the Boſom of 
one that was Corrupt. And yet notwithſtanding, the Prote- 
ſtants not only think'themſelves a Church, but a purer Church 
5 that from which they are departed; and if ſo, who can 
S. = N ih, Yiopote it ſo, may be the beſt of all 
($9 OW - A OL | e 3 
. Our diſſenting Churches are of a longer ſtanding than ma- 
ny. are aware of; and I have reaſon to believe, if a narrow Scr u- 


4 


tiny be made, of an earlier date than ſome that we diſſent from: 
for while ſome can look back no further than Zuth;r's Day, we 


can. prove urs to be truly Apoſtolical, and as ancient as Paul 
bimtelf , thete be ing no four Wotthip: but what is clearly 
proved from the New Teftament., And further; we need no 
look back for Directions in our Worſhip, and Order of our Chur- 
ches. To prove Singing, ſee Epb, 5. 19. Speaking to your ſelves, 
in Pſalms, aud Hymns, and Spiritual Songs; Singing, and marr, 


Melody in your Hears 10 the Lord. For our Praying, Als 6. 4. hos | 


Jour Souls. Obſerve, it was to be a good Way, as well as an 


nfallible Note of 2 true, Church, and 
the eldeſt is always the beſt, then I fear the Papiſts will prove 
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e Fathers did not think. Antiquity a certain Note of à true 


| td eo 
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de wil give our ſelves eominually ro Prayer. Tea, for our praying 
— Loris and Books; Rom. 8. 28. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo 
belperb our Infirmittes, for we know not whar to pray for as we oug bi. 
Which Text clearly proves, That to pray as we ought, is 1 

truſt to the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God for the Matter of Pray- 


er · But how they can do this that jave every Word of their 
Prayer written before em; I confeſs 


do not underſtand. Such 
ho are thus furniſbed beforehand, leave no Room for the Spirit 
to help them as to [What] they ſhould pray for. 
.- "Objection. But ſome may ſayz by the Spirit, there we are to 
under ſtand the Spitic of Man, and not the Spirit of God. An- 
Twer, Such a Senſe carries in it this groſs Abſurdity, That the 
Spirit of Man is à diftiat Thing from Man: If that Spirit was 
the Spirit of Man, it muſt be comprehended under that Word 
wel Dovbtlefs. he means ſuch à praying thete as be doth, 
Jude 20. Praying in the Holy Ghoft,' & yd pe]; dio, in the 
y Spirit, or by the Holy Spitit; as the Prepoſition e oft fig- 
niſies. Here I hope none will fay, that by the Holy Ghoſt we 
are to underſtand the Spirit of -a Man. E 
Fer Preachipg, and that in Houſes too, Ads 5. 42. And daily 
in the Temple," and in every Houſe, -they tcuſed noi ro teuch and 10 
prearh Feſm Chriſt. Obſerve, tho' they had Liberty to preach in 


the Temple, which I take to have been as convenient and as Ho- 


ty (to ſay no more) as any of our high Places are, yet they did 
not refule, eren then, to preach in Houſes. 

Again, Lute 4. 18, The Sphvit of the Lord & upon me, becauſe be 
ors appormed me to-preach the Goſpel to the poor. Ver. 20. And be 
cloſed the Book, &c. he did not read all his Sermon as ſome do. 
For vor Baptizing, fee Mm. 28. 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
Nations, bopriting them, th rhe Name of the Father, and of the Som, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, For the Lotd's aye” ſee 1 Cor. 11. 24. 
Tdi do in remembrance of Me. For the Bleſfing at the end, fee 

the cole of alwoſt all PawFs Epiſtle s. 
No 2 . we to ſay, as fo dur Church Officers; for Dea- 
tons; ſee 4# 6. 3, 4, 5,6. Obſerve,'they had not ſo much as a 
Deacon, but what was of their own chuſing. For our Ordina- 


. 


kion dy Presbytets, ſee 1 Tim. 4.14. Neglel nur the Gift bar 


in 1hec, which' mas given thee by | Prophery, ' with the Jchlng on 0 
00 Hands of "the Presbytery. And that our later are Bl- 
came to Epbeſies,” Hr called fbr the Elders of the Chlirth. Were 
chefe Lord Biſhops think yon ? If fo, there” were Freral 
one Town. **Tis beyond au rappagt Contralietions: jeſe wet 
preaching Elders, or ordinary Mintfters, and la 48 te choſe 


hops, is fully proved from Mz 20,19, &c. Obſerve, when Pau} 


7 


peers v. 28. Take beed therefore. unte your ſelves, 4 b alt ths 


vr, over the which the Ap Ghoft bath made. you Overſzers, © 
E iſhops. F wonder” why that was 
en- 
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rendered Qyerſeers ?. Nay, come we to the very Garment many 
of us wear, ſee for that, 2 In. 4+ 13- . The Cloke that A 
Troas, with Carpus, when thou comeſt, bring with thee, Mind, 
nat a Gown, nor a. Surplice, bat a Cloke. And I cannot but 
think, that if Timothy was a Lord Biſhap,, as ſome imagine, 
Paul was tog bold, to command: him to be a Servant to bring 


| his Cloke after him. Thus you ſee how every Thing in ont 


Worſhip is clearly proved from the New Teſtament; and can 
it after all be Schiſm to belong to ſuch Churches? Hear O Hes: 


vens ! I am really afraid they will charge Paul next, with 0 


ſame Sin, and make him more Guilty than we are, foraſmy: 


as we had never done as we do, had not he led us the way; an- 
if they ſbould, I can't ſee but one Argument by which he c 
be cleared; and that is, that the Churches which he gathered 
were long before theirs, and therefore it was impoſſible to be 
oa of Schilm, in dcpartiog tram a Church which he neyes 
w, and knew ſo very little ol. | 45 
And now I have made ſuch clear Proof in Vindication of or 


6 Fay of Worſhip, from the New Teftament, let me deſire the 
yy 


om whom we difſent, to make as full Proof of theirs from the 
New Teftament, yea, or trom the Old; and if they cannot 
let em bluſh and be aſhamed, And firft, where do we read of 
an Altar with Steps in all the New Teſtament ? . Nay, was nat 
this even forbidden under the Old; Ex, 20. 26. Neither ſhalt rboy 
0'up by Steps unto mine Altar, Again, where do you read in the 
ew Teſtament of any that worſhipped towards the Eaſt ? 
Nay, was it not one of the greateſt Abominations- under the 
Old? Ezel. 8. 18, 16. Tum thee yet again, and thou ſbals ſeg 
greater  Abominations that they do. And be brought me into the inner 
Cours of the Lord's Houſe, and behold at the Door of tbe Temple of 


the Lord, between the Porch and the Altar, were about Five an 
- Twenty Men, with their Backs towards the Temple of the Lord, and 


their Faces towards 1be Eaſt; and ibey worſbipped the Sun towards 
the Beſt. And adds, v. 16, Therefore will 1 alſo deal in Fury, 
mine Exe ſhall not ſpare, neither will 1 have pity 3 and ibaugb they 


cry in mine Ears with @ loud Voice, yet will I not bear them, Again, 


where do we read in the New Teftament of any printed Prayer 
Books? Again, where do we read in all the Book of God, of the 
Croſs. in Baptiſm, or of Godfathers or Gadmothers ? Let em de- 
Clare, if they are able. . 3 
Come we alſo to Church Officers, and here let me be ſo bold 
as to ask, where do we read in the New Teſtament of a Lord 
Biſhop, or an Arch-Biſhop, or an Arch-Deacon ? Nay, where do 
we read of any of theſe under the Old Teſtament? Agaio, 
where do we read from the firft Verſe in Geneſis, to the laſt 
the Revelation, of a r e 5 * 2 5 wy 
rogate ? There is nothi t deep Bence touching al nee, 
ns hs icre- is notas 7 "mo 


— te ere en 
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Had I no more Proof for what we do, than thoſe have, I profeſs 
I ſhould ſoon deſert the Cauſe 3 for I judge it dangerous to build 
- ſuch a weighty Thing as a Church, upon any other 
Mat. 7. 26, Foundation but what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
27. laid, left like that Building upon the Sand it fall, 
and great be the Fall of it. Nor is it egough that 
we build upon © £990 Foundation, but all the .Strutture ought 
tobe e Vood, Hay, and Stubble, and ſuch combuſta- 
ble Matter, oügbe not to be laid upon a ſure Foundation, Such 
Builders muſt ſuffer loſs, tho? they may be ſaved fo a4 by Fire, 
15. F rs eee ds We We | 
"To the 2D Part of the ſuppoſed Objection, of our want of 
'Authority, that we are not Eftabliſh'd by Law, nor have we any 
Spiritual Courts, as they have: To theſe I Anſwer, _ 
If the Law is not ſo much in Favour of us, as it is of them, 
yet tis as much, and ſomewhat more in Favour: of us, than 
their Law was of Chrift, Fob» 19. 7. We bave 4 Law, and by 
iber Law be ought 10 die; becauſe be made bimſelf ibe Son of God. 
Now, was Chrift a Schiſmatick ? T hope not. Was it not more 
the fault of the Law, for condemning him for owning ſo great 
a Truth; than his, for owning of it ? *Tis well known, how 
moſt of the Apoſtles ſuffered Martyrdom, and no doubt, but 
purſuant to ſome Law. Were the Martyrs in Queen Mary's 
ys Schiſmaticks? We are Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of Chrift, 
as hath been abundantly proved; and he being the great Pro- 
phet of the Church, we think this is more our Honour than to 
Eſtabliſned by human Laws. If we have but the Law of 
Chrift for us, we don't much. conſult: other Laws, nor think 
our ſelves bound to obey them when contrary to his. Ads 5.29; 
We ought.no obey God rather than Man. We read of ſome who 
not only wanted Laws to eftabliſh them, but had Laws made to 
ſubvert them, and yet atted contrary to thoſe Laws, and were 
blameleſs3 yea, highly commended, and greatly bleſt, and ho- 
noured of God, See Exod. 1. 16, 17, 20. F it be 4 Son, then ye 
Jhall Ei bim. — But the Midwives feared God, and did not as the. 
King of Egypt commanded them, but ſaved the Men Children alive. 
And *cis ſaid, v. 20, 21. Therefore God dealt well: with the Mid- 
wiues. And it came ta piſs, becauſe rbe Midwives feared God, 
that be made them Houſes, i. e. gave em Children and Families; 
thus God bleſſed them. Thus we read, Dam. 3. 10, 15. how 
the Three Children refuſed tb obey the Decree of the King, and 
how God (miraculouſly - preſerved. them, v. 27. But bleſſed be 
God, this 18 not our Caſe, we have been aſſured again and 2s 


Win .of Royal Protection from the Throne, in our Way of 
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And as to our want of Spiritual Courts, falſly ſo called, al 
we can iay, is this, we have Power to bind and looſe, and make 
a right Uſe of it too; and I don't know what any have more, 
Saith Chrift, Mar. 15. 18. Vbatſoever ye ſball bind on Earth, halt 
be bound in Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſball ts 
looſed in Heaven. And I am confident this is more than Chriſt 
bath promiſed to ſome, and more than he will do to thoſe from 
whom we diſſent. I confeſs we haye no Power ro ruin Mens B. 
ſtates by pecuniary Fines, nor do we defire it, Should any come 


to us to buy off a Cenſure, we ſhould all by one Conſent fay as h 


thee, becauſe thou baſt thaught that the Giftof God may be purchaſet 
with Money: Thy Heart is not right in the fight of God, Repent there 
fore of this ihy Wickedneſs, and pray God, if perbaps the Thoug hrs of 
thy Hearts may be forgiven thee. For I perceive thou art in the Ga 
of Binterneſs, and in the. Bond of Iniquity. As we never inflict a 
Cenſure but for Sin, ſo we never remove it, but upon Appearance 
of true Repentance, and do abominate that Popiſh Pradtice of 
ſelling Pardons; and ſo plucking the Crown from Chriſt's 
Head, whoſe Prerogative only tis to forgive Sin. „ 
Neader, that thou may'ſt ſee what excellent Uſe theſe Courts 
(called Spiritual Courts) are of, I'll tell thee a Story, that I cer= 
tainly know to be true, and very lately too. A Gentleman whom 
I well know, was choſen Executor in Truſt for a conſiderable 
Eftate, the Teſtator being dead, and leaving ſome Hundred 
Pounds in Debts out of the County, the Executor proves the 
Will in the Prerogative Court above, and was there affured,' 


to that Sorcerer, Adds 8. 20, 21, 22, i Thy Money periſh wit 


that no Court in the Cquntry could demand any Thing as due td 


them. Soon after, he is warn'd into their Court, to prove the 
Will; is adviſed-again by an able Attorney, not to pay any 
thing, only to exhibit the Seals. He ſends a Meſſenger to their 
Court, with the Seals, and writes em a reſpectful Letter; tells 
dem he was ordered not to pay any Fees; and being but an Exe- 
cutor in Truft, and liable to pay himſelf, whatever he paid con- 
trary to Law, dare not fend any Money; but told em, if he was 
miſinform*d, he would pay them what was due upon Notice gi 
ven. The Meſſenger returns, and tells him, when they had 
ſeen the Seals, and read the Letter, they ſeem'd well ſatisfied, 
and never ſo much as named any Money due to them. Some 
Months after, the Apparator calls on him, and tells bim, that 
the next Week he would be excommunicared for not paying the 
Fees 3 the Gentleman told him, they never were demanded, nor 
was there any Warning given; he reply d, he could not fay 
much as to that, but was ſure the next Week he would have the 
Writ come out. e | . 
Now Reader, I would put this Queſtion, didft thou ever read 
of ſuch Tyranny and Cruelty inflicted in the Spatyſh a 
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Lam ſure thou baft nat. Did the Blood-thirſty Banner and Gar. 


liner ever equal theſe Spiritual Men? I profels . never could read 


hat they did. For tho thoſe have inflicted ſevere Puniſhments, 
vet not — ſuch as were willing to comply with their unreaſonable 


fitions in Things even contrary to Law. Nay, what Pains 
Wale g en to proſelyte Perſons, before they con- 


amn d them to the Flames. So that to fall into the Hands 


55 thoſe Biſhops 


aſe Spiritual Men, ſeems to me but one degree ſhort of falling 


into the Hands of the Dl. 


So that if this is the worſt they can ſay of us, and our Chur- 
ches, that we have not ſuch a tyrannical Power lodged in us ; 


whether this renders our Churches the worſe, or the better, 


eave it to the unprejufiic'd Reader to judge. Sure I am, we ff. 
— Courts in the New Teſtament, unleſs radven- 


read of no ſuch Court | tan 
ure, that where Chriſt was condemn d. What may be at the 


dother-Church at Rome, France, Spain, or Portugal, I cannot 
well tell: Theſe Courts are enough to make Diſſenters, if there 
e none before. | 55 


ity. Chriſt's beloved is hut one. We have Diviſſons, and 
diviſions, while thoſe from whom we diſſent are all of a 
iece - They have no Contentions about Religious Matters, but 

jeve as the Church believes; and what can be a greater Or- 


-  nament than Unity in a Church? | - 


Jo this I anſwer ; I have a Book in my Study, entituled, 4n 
Aug to Conmoverſie. The Thing being ſo very deſirable, I appli- 
ed my ſelf to read it; but as much as I defired an End to Con- 
troverſie, I choſe rather touphold it, than follow his Direigns 

2 obtain it ; which was, to have the Pope the ſole Judge o 


ntroverſie, and toreft in his Determinations. But to anſwer 


ther, and by Way of Conceſſion, I own that Unity in the 


ruth is a lovely fight. Nor can I wholly juſtify the Diſſenters 


in their differing Sentiments, which perhaps may be their dark 
Lide, but what then, muſt they be branded as Schiſmaticks, be- 
uſe an are enquiring for the Truth? But to anſwer more 
thcu Ty. J ; $0 95 2. 171 
| .F- The ben of Churches on Earth have had Diviſions in them; 
en thoſe that were planted by Chrift himſelf, and his Apoſtles. 
The Church of.. Corinth was à Goſpel-Church, yet ſadly divi- 
ed, 1 Cor. 11. 18. J bear that there be Diviſions among you. So 
to r. 7 For it bath been declared unto me of you my Bre- 
er, | 
ientione among you, Now this 1 lay, that every one of you ſaith, I 
# of Paul, and 1 of Ayollos, ond I of Cephas, and 1 of Chriſt. 


Ads 15. 39+ Aud the Comemion was ſo arp between 1hem, that 


ey. deparred alundes. ane from the other: Nor do we read that good 
Fay 26d Fm 


| remem: 


The Third Part of the ſappoſed QbjeRion, is, our wane of U. 


| 1hem which are of the Hauſe af Chloe, that there are Con- 


$844 e ver met to make up che Difference, that 1 
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remember. So tis ſaid of hoſe that attended on Chrift's.Dg- 
 Arine, . Mark . 34 For by the Way vey had diſputed who fhonld be 
the greateſt, I confels I am far from thinking theſe to be et as 
Examples, yet they ſhew the imperfett State of the Church ber 
low. The Church is compared to the Moon, Cn. 6. 10. Who 
he th looketh forth as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the 
Sus. Like the Sun with reſpe& to dur Juſtification, but like the 
Mo on with . reſpe& to Sanctification, which. when at th 
17, and in the cleareſt Night, hath ſome Spots; to 1 nothing 
of thoſe frequent and dark * it: is ſubje& to. Thoſe that 
are the Churches Guides ſee but darkly, as through a Glaſs 
the Popes that pretend: to, be infallible, one Pope has . burtit 
what another decreed. We muſt never expe to ſee a Church 
perfectly joined together, of the ſame Mind, and of the ſame © 
Tag ment in all, Things, till we get into the Church Triumphant 
In Heaven. But, | . fee 


2. Unity in Error is a greater Scandal to a Church, tan 
Contentions for Truth. Where there are Contentions, tis a Sign 
there are ſome that love the Truth, and tho* both Parties can't 
be: right unleſs there be a Miſ-· under ſtanding of Words, yet fres 
2 one part hath Truth on their Side: But to ſee a Church 
ſunk into Errors, and to reſt there, is ſad. *Tis ſaid, Pſal. 2. 3. 

The Rulers take Counſel together, againſt the LORD, and againſt bjs 
Anointed, They had better have been in as many Minds as 
we are. Thus tis ſaid, Zuke 23, 12. The ſame Day Pilate and 
Herod were made Friends rogerber, for before they were at Enmixy 
between themſelves : here was an Agreement, but a wicked one, 
to deſtroy Chrift. Some have ſuch low Thoughts of Truth, that 
they don't think it worth contending for; and, as we ſay, ſome 
take all for Fiſh that come within the Net, ſo ſome take all for 
Truth that they hear preach'd. They think, if their Miniſters; 
who are ſo learned, don't know what is Truth, who ſhoujd | 
_ . when, poor Souls, ſome of them know no more of Truth than 
 Nicodemus of the New Birth. When Chriſt told him the Ne. 
ceſſity of Regeneration, in order to Salvation, he cries out, Joby 
3.9. How can theſe things be? We (eta higher Value on Truth 
19 and dare not take all for Truth that ſome Men call 
ruth, nor believe every Word, Prov. 14. 15. The Simple belig+ 


t be prudent Man looketh well to bis going. 
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verb every Word, bu 
Me think it better becomes us to be earneftly 42 1 
ntending for the Faith, than to fit ftill, and Jude 2 
5 the Truth ſuffer Shipwrack, or ſcoffingly 1 Tim, r. 39% 
with Pilate to ſay, as, John 18. 38. Vhat is Truth? -, 
3. Thoſe we diſſent from have no Gauſe to upbraid us with 
our Diviſions, nor to boaſt of their own Unity. He that hath 
given himſelf the Trouble to read the unprofitable Controver- F 
ty between the Upper Honſe and Lower Houſe of >" — a 
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whe 


as {harp a Debate as ever was among us, accented. with ſome 
Cit cumſtances which are not to be found Among us. For ö while 
we pretend no Superiority one over another, but ſtand all upon 
E Ground, and ſo think we may take the more Freedom to 


ve a friendly Debate ; theſe own 4 very great E as 
berireen f per ] and [Lower] and yet can't agree. Nay, 


while we differ about Matters of Moment, thing raid of being 
- 


miſtaken, theſe differ about Trifles, as if Difference was that 
which they delighted in. I wonder thoſe mitred Heads have not 


made thoſe little Creatures knowz that in the thing wherein 


« they deal proudly they are above them. 
The fourth Part of the ſuppoſed Opjection is, that we want 
Verity, that there is not that Clearneſs of Truth in our Preach- 
ing chat is 0 them- We are lookt upon as a Company of 
„ ijlliterate Fools, that know. not what to preach 
Job 32, 2. while they think they are the Men, and 
JVP eb 
IJT᷑o this T anſwer ; and here I muſt confeſs, a great Difference 
- a8.to Doctrine. I was once a conſtant Hearet of them from whom 
4 | I now diſſent, for many Years ; and now plainly ſee, that had 1 
= continy=d there even until now, I might have remain'd ignorant 
| of the great Goſpel Truths, that were neceſſary to the Salvation 
of my Soul- The chief Doctrine that T heard, was Paſſive Obe- 
dience, it being in King Charles's — 2 ; and. ready they were 
to preſs us to be ſubject to the Duke 


f LJ 


2 | of Tork, before he was 
King. O the Peals! the repeated Peals! which have fang in 
my Ears of Paſſive Obedience! How oft have 1 heard that fa- 


Heart ſmote bim for it, with vehement Reflections on ſuch as have 


had ! At laſt came the deſired Day, the Duke of Tork is King, 
and mild and gentle his ſhort Government was; but the miſchief 
on't was, thoſe Paſſive- Obedience Men had forgot their Text, 
and inſtead of being a Precedent to us to ſuffer, they firſt kick'd 
up the Heel againft him, and drave him to a Condition far more 
ta de dreaded by one of Royal Blood than [ Deutb.] By which 
they plaiply ſhewed us, what they meant by Paſſive- Obedience; 
that is · to ſay, that all that oppoſed their" Intereft, © from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, ſhould ſubmit to them, and ſuffer what 
they. think obey inflict. 1 hope no crowned Head will ever 
et uſt thoſe Paſſive- Obedience: Men more, for his ſake. They 


are almoſt got to the ſame Text again; but who knows wha 
they mean, or how to truſt em, ſince they can't ſay more 
on that Subject than they have done, nor do leſs, or rather ſuf⸗ 
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re. to be ſure there is no Diſſenter to, diſquiet em, will ſee 
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f mous Inſtance of David's cutting off Sau}*s Skirts, and how his 


ventured higher ! How oft have 1 been told what Power Kings 
had, not only in the State, but in the Church, yea, over all we 
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Or if at any time they hiappen'd to turn over the Leaf, to a new 
Subject, it was uſually to — up their excellent Conſtitution, or 

to cry down all fach as dare. depart from them. Upon theſe 

lofty Topicks they ſpent moſt of their Time, he that came hun- 

gering for Chfift might ſtarve for all them. Some time at a 


| general way, that the moft ſecure Sinner might 
80 as he came. They always took care (to give em their due) 
to grieve their Hearers, or to diſturb the Peace of their 
Mind, Never, that I remember, did I hear of the Work of the 
Spirit, unleſs to attribute. it to the Creature, or elſe to ridicule 
Regeneration, Faith and Converſion, were ſcarce ever heard 
of; a the whole, I muſt confeſs, 1 could ſooner join in 
their Common Prayer, than ſit under ſuch dark and lifeleſs 
Preaching, if 1 may all it Preaching, _ | 
As for our own Preaching, let Men hear and judge. This I 
haye obſery'd; none ſpeak fo much againft us, as thoſe chat ne- 


| reat chance you might hear of Chrift, but as it was ſeldom, ſo 
25 in fach a 


| yer heard us. Seldom have we had any gone from us to them, 


t many have come from them to us, bleſſing God that ever 
ir Byes were opened! or if at any time, any have happen d to 
g from us to them, it hath uſually been for Advantage, or to 
ve the more Freedom to fin; and never did I know any the 
better for going, but many the worſe. „„ & 1 ROE” 
. This IH ay as to our Preaching, many of us do all we can to 


_exalt Chriſt, and to magnify the Riches of Free Grace, thro' the þ 


Righteouſneſs of Chrift, We preach up the Neceſſity of Rege- 
neration, Faith and Repentance, and every other Duty in its 
Place, and the Neceſſity of the Spirit's powerful and free Agen- 


cy to do all theſe. We preach up Original Sin as om 3 


the Spring of all the actual Sius committed in the 


World ; and in ſhort, we preach far more agreeably to the 29 
Articles, as to the principal Doctrines contained therein, than 
they do from whom we dint z and tho* we are called Diſſemers, 
yet they more properly are the Men: We diſſent from 

om the Doctrine; and which are worſt, 


2 Fat ſome may ſay, how is it likely you Minifters ſhould preach, 
who have but little. or no Learning? I may retaliate in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Rom. 10. 15. Aud how ſhall they preach ex- 
cept they be ſent? As to Learning, we are like others, ſome have 
more, and ſome leſs; but we have found by Experience, that 
the greateſt Scholars are not always the beſt Preachers. The 
Knowledge of Chrift is to me the moſt valuable Qualification, to 
make a Mmiſter. We have a due Reſpett to N and a 
competent Share among us, and that ſome have of late found to 
their everlaſting Shame; but we don't idolize 9 ſo, as 

for its ſake to Overlook what is more valuable and neceſſary, — 


— 


42 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks ; , 
ving often found, that Learning without Grace makes Men but Tools 
for the Devil. The Truth has never met with greater Oppoſition 

than from learned Men. I believe the World doth not produce 

greater Wickedneſs than is now to be found in the Univerſities z 
and how ſuch ſhould preach Chrift that never knew him, yea that 
are open Enemies againſt him, is a Queſtion hard to be reſolved. 
But may they ſay, You have ſome unlearned Men, how ſhould 
theſe preach ? To which I anſwer, As ſome who are great Scho- 
lars, are poor Preachers; ſo thoſe who have but little Learning, 
may be good Preachers. Preaching is certainly God's Gift, and 
he may give it to whom he will, Saith Chrift, Mat. 11. 25; 
I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of Eeaven and Earth, becauſe thou bg 
bid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and baſt revealed them 
uno Babes, And adds, Ver. 26. Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good in thy fight. And faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 1. 21. Fpr after 
Iba in the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, it 
 -pleaſed God by the Fooliſbneſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe; 
that is, by ſuch Preaching as-the Learned World counted Fo-, | oy 


— 


, -liſhneſs. And I think, that Preaching is to be moſt valued, 
Which God moſt owns and bleſſes, let the Inſtrument be what he! 
will. If any of our Minifters are wanting in Learning, that De- 
fleet is oft over and above made up in Eminency of Grace and 
Holineſs ; and if one of thoſe. muſt be wanting, and they don't 
often meet together, we think we had better be wanting as to 
_ ſome meaſure of Learning, than in the Grace of God; and had 
=: rather ſic and hear a plain heart- affecting Diſcourſe of a cruci- 
= - fied Jeſus, than a Lecture out of Ariſtotle or Thomas Aquinas. 
— We value thoſe Diſcourſes moſt that come from the Heart, tho 
they may not be garniſhed with ſuch Eloquence as ſome may. 
The fifth Part of the ſuppoſed Ohjection is this, that we want 
Vniformity in Worſhip; we have no ſtinted Forms of Prayer, as 
they have, but take Liberty to expreſs our Minds to God as we will. 
- To this I anſwer, and for full Satisfaction in this Matter do re- 
fer the Reader to that excellent Book lately put out by Mr. Ro- 
| . binſon, againſt Mr. Bennet, who deſerves the Publick Thanks of 
the whole Body of the Diſſenters, for his good Service, in vindi- 
. , cating the Truth, at the Coſt of ſuch hard Study, and for abating 
the Pride of ſuch a haughty Adverſary, who before was always 
nibbling at one or other of the Diſſenters, but I believe has e- 
nough of em now. | 
Ho far Forms of Prayer m 


1 
, 


iy be lawful, or ex edient, to ſuch 


as have no better Help, and that are private Perfons, I ſhall not 
now determine, as not material to the Point in hand; but for 

Minifters to be thus muzzled, who are to be Men of the greateft 
Grace and Abilities, ſeems to be unreaſonable. I look upon 
= Prayer in a (ſpiritual manner to be more than moſt take it to be, 
= and is not a Reading a Prayer, or a Sing, à Prayer, but a Pray- 
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ing a Prayer, as Elias did, Fam 5. 17. Should a Beggar come 
to my Door, and pluck out a Book to read over his Condition, 
I ſhould not only refuſe to give him, but ſhould conclude him 
a Hypocrite, or ſomething worſe, if poſſible. He that knows 
his Wants, will not want a Book of Remembrance: You need 
not give a ſtarving Man a Book to remember he is hungry, nor 
a condemned Man a Book to put him in mind that he muſt” 


die. But how is it likely, ſome may ſay, that any ſhould expreſs 


themſelves to God in ſuch ſuitable Words, as when the Prayer is 


| ſtudied, and wrote before him. To this I anſwer, God doth 


not ſo much regard the Language as the Heart. And further, 
whether ſuch as have compoled Forms of Prayer, have al- 
ways wrote good Senſe, let him that underſiands read and 
Judge. | eee 3 
Y 0b;. Did not Chriſt teach his Diſciples a Form of Prayer? 
Mat. 6. 9. After this manner therefore pray ye; Our Fa- 

„ MW Mg hy gets bt . | 


7 WV Anſw, Tho I am far from thin ing it unlawful for Believers 


to uſe that Prayer, yet I can ſee no Reaſon to think that Chriſt 


: Basel that as a ſtinted Form; not only becauſe of the great 


ifference there is in that Prayer, as you may ſee by comparing 
Mat. 6. 9, &c. with Luke 11. 2, &c. but allo becauſe neither 
Chriſt nor his Diſciples did at any time after that, uſe it as a 
Form, that we know of, Weread frequently of Chriſt's praying 
after that, but never of his ufing that Prayer. Nor do we 
read of his Diſciples uſing it, which doubtleſs they would have” 


done, had they underſtood it as a Form; it ſeems evident, 


Chriſt only gave it as a general Rule, that all our Petitions- 
ſhould be reduced to ſome of thoſe general Heads. 70 


But if after all, this muſt needs go for a ſtrict Form of Prayer; 
I wonder how ſuch as believe this, dare make any other Forms? 


What an Affront do ſuch put upon Chriſt, as if they knew ber- 


ter how to make Prayers than he did! Such do, as it were, 
ſay, Lord, thou haſt left us a Form of Prayer, but we don'x 
think it ſufficient, and therefore we muſt add many more; and 


by the way, if they, notwithſtanding this ſuppoled Form, have 


taken Liberty, and daily do, as Occaſion requires, to compoſe 
new Prayers, and ſuch as we have not a Word of in Scripture in 
any Form ; why may not we uſe the ſame Freedom ? Their 
Prayers were at firſt compoſed by Men, and that's the worſt 
they canſay by ours. Biſhops compoſed theirs, and our Bifhops | 
compoſe their own. So thay till we can ſee it proved from 
n not only that the Lord's Prayer was deſigned as a 
orm. but that they have more Power given them ro compole' 
pew Prayers than we have, we ſhall never be convinced that we 
are gone out of the right way; ſince the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 


12. 9. The Manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to every Man to pro- 
N with 


Fa But 


„ Denen no Scbiſmaticks; 
| But that which I diſlike more than Forms of Prayer, is that 
Spirit of Rare ich I find in many, not only againſt us, 
but even againſt all Praying by the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Spi- 
rit of God, as is to be ſeen in the Works of Dr. & h, 5 
Times have been when ſuch Books would have been burnt 
the Common Hangman. Thoſe poor lame Cripples not only 
make uſe of Crutches themſelyes, but ſeem greatly enraged that 
the whole World is not as bad as they are. But ſince fo much 
has been wrote on this Head, that never yet was anſwered, not 
ever will be, IU add no more, but only a Paſſage I knew to be 
true 3 and it ſeems in fayour of ſuch publick Miniſters, that 
none may Fa 6 unable to Pref without Forms, tho" they 
uſe them; for I loye togive every Man bis due. 
A Diflenting Friend and Acquaintance of mine; in a Journey, 
fell in company with a Clargy-mapy whom -I alſo well. knew. 
After a while they diſcourled on Forms of publick Prayer, whe+ - 
ther lawful and expedient. The Parſon was zealous r he 
the Diſſenter as zealous againſt em. The Parſon told him, it ol - 
* was not for want of Abilities to pray ex tempore, that they made 
uſe of Forms; but they preferred theſe Forms before ſuch Pray · 
ing. The Diſſenter was ſo bold as to put a Quare upon his Abi- 
lities for ſuch a Work, which put the Parſon into ſuch a Heat, 
that be challenged him to pray With him for Twenty Shillings ; 
but the Diſſenter, tho? a Man of quick Parts and good Learn- 
ing, date not anſwer the Challenge, and ſo the Parſon went a- 
way triumphing. From which couragious Act you may fee what 
. ſome Men can do if they would ; and what Pity is it that ſuch : 
I Mien ſhould not have fee Liberty to exerciſe their Gifts, who | 
3 dare venture ſo much Money upon them 
Siathiy, It may be objected, we vine Charity, we are a Com- 
Fi of cenforious People, that are for judging Mens States. A 
a 


U 


* 


n can't be drunk, nor ſwear, but he is called to account; 
whereas others are for putting a more favourable Conſttuction 
dn ſuch human Infirmities, and don't preſently unchriſtian Men 0 

for ſuch things as theſe. But to this I anſwer, We think we 

may judge of a Tree by its Fruits, We dare not profane the 

Lord's Supper, by giving it to every profligate Wretch upon a 

dyiug Bed; but this 1 hope we can ſay, we have as much 

1 Charity as the Word of God allows, and Pinething more for 
2 them from whom we diſſent, than they leem to have for us; 
= for ſome of them ſentence us all ta Hell by Wholeſale ; others, 
Q anmecciful Men! [leave us ns ouch ſounds as if they 
themſelves came. from thepce, while we hope. well of Ar 


APD and make 2 Differenge between the Precious an 
he Vile. A 8 . 


.. Lafily, and that which I believe to many, is more than all 
. * j Ty: . ; - 9 * 3+ % # 4 4 Af : 2 Ty 7 a 1 5 F 1 4 4 
- the reſt, they don't approve gf the Plage we preach. in. 92 bar | 


LEN 7 } 
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Barns l To this I anſwer, Thoſe that don't like our Places f 
Worſhip, let R us to better. Mean time we * * 
Place for the Doctrine lake, and not the Doctrine for — Pag 
ſake-; and had much rather hear the Truth, as if is in, in 
a Barn, if we can't get a more convenient Place, than to hear 


Errors in a ſtately Cathedral; and think it no Shame to preach - 


preached in befote us, The Woman of Sawaria did not care 


For hearing Chriſt himſelf, becauſe ſhe did nat like: the Place. 


Saith Chriſt to her, John 4. 20. Je worlbip ye. know nor what z 


Ve know. what we worſhip. Saith ſhe, v. 20. Our Fathers worſpip- 


ed in this Mountain, Saith Ghriſt, v. 21. . Woman, believe 
"= Hour cometh = ye Hall neither in this Mountain, wort a 


| Jeruſalem, worſbip the Father, that is, with reſp 


* 


tho Feruſalem was the Place where the Temple flood, 


Flares, they themſelves being Judges. 

Thus the Apoſtles, A: 5. 42. 7 daily in the Temple, aud in 
eve Houle, chey ceaſed nat to teach and to cl Tofu Chriſt; 
80 4&#: 28. 29, 30. And Paul dwelt two whole Years in bis own hs 


oO Faces, 
7 Place w. ] hi | 
take to they rhemſcves bing Judges Necrated 


Kingdom of God, and teaghing thoſe things which concern the 


| Jeſus Chriſt, with alfTonjidence, no Man forbidding Bin. Tho 
they were Heathens, yet they did not forbid (Og preach in 


his own Houſe ;, and yet we never read 


t it was oonſecra- 


ted or licenſed. Thus Chriſt preach'd out of a Ship, Mat. x3; 
- 2, 3. On a Mountain, Mat, F 1, 2. But perhaps ES vill Gare” 


Had we been there we would have taught him better things, or 
ho would might have heard him for all us. . 
But if yet they muſt be Schiſmaticks that preach out of theſe 


— 


bish Places, how will even ſome of them be free from the 751 


in ? for tis well known, that at Sturbridge-Fair, near Cambridge, 
they Feten two Sabbath Days in a Neat, and twice a Day too, 
which is more than ordinary, in the plow'd Field, ub. dia. 
Now I would ask, Is that conſecrated Ground ? and bow far it 
bo extend? Is all that Field holy? if ſo, O happy Purcha- 
er! He need not fgar. wanting a Crap, without Dunging, fince 
its Conſecration will do for all. 17 


But if it is anſwer d, ſuch Places were chaſen pro re natd, as 


" Occeſion required, ſo were our Meeting: houſes ; and I am py 
i 


waded, it will puzzle the wiſeſt of them to prove their pub 


laces holier than outs For who gave them a Power above 
all others to conſecrate Places? The Pope tells us, if we will 
believe him, he has bad this Power long before them; and | 


why may not we as well as they? But if, beyond all Contra- 
dition, no Places are holy like thoſe, what pity it is the Com- 


pany is uo mote ſuitable.to.the Mace ? A boly Houſe, 3 fir 
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red Houſe, and received all that came in unto him, preaching the 
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eted, or to be at any more Charge for their Souls than nee 


n 
7 4 53 


; 


| 
Pulpit, a boly Deſſc for the Clark, and Holy "Sears, for I 
key 


here Chiſt 3s 8 
where Chriſt is a Stranger. 
"Bo Gur e the de tho” T call; 


nal Hearers, who don't love to have their Conſciences diſqui- 


muſt,” and who always love that Preaching beſt that coſts the 
leaſt : yet I take the Diſſenting way of Worſhip to be the beſt 


to die in, as that which is moſt agreeable ro the Word of 


moſt profitable to the Soul, moſt ſuired to a renewed Nature, 
and Which affords the ſweeteſt Peace at Death, to ſuch as have 


been ſincere therein. I have often obferved, that ſuch as never 
regarded us or our way of Worſhip while im Health, have ſent 


' *forus to pray for them when at the Point of Death; ſhewing 
thereby a Defire to die the Death of the Righteous ; and was it 
not for that Opiate of Bread and Wine ſo frequently given to 
«the worſt of 


en when near Death, we might chance to hear 


oftener from them on this account than we do. 


Thus Reader, I have given thee my free Thoughts of the Sin 
of Schiſm ; and have anfwer'd all the Objeftions' I have heard 
of, and hope we ſhall not appear ſo guilty as we have been re- 


8 e roo =o FA that * 3 this without Pre- 
judice. I pope I ſnall wipe off the Reproach caſt upon us, or 
Elke furnifh the weakeſt of my Diſfenting Friends with Argu- 


. 


ments to put to ſilence Gainſayers;; or at'leaſt, to ſatisfy their 


own Conlciences, touching che Lawfulneſs of our Way of 


Worſhip; and that none may be terrified or ſhaken in mind, by 


the epyy Sound of fuch nee Tools, as defire nothing mort 


than to let the Nation on a Flamm. 
In my Judgment, nothing hath ſo expoſed ſome of us to the 


Charge of Schiſm, as this Occaſional Conformity to them from 
hom they more generally diſſent. This looks as if they 
thought that a total Separation amounted to no lefs than they 

Ste charg'd with; and therefore, to prevent it, make their Ap- 

Pearance ſometimes, to let em know theirs is not a total Se- 

paration. But this makes *em but the more guilty ; for who 


can” onee think, that they ſeparate from them at one time out 


of Conſcience, who in Confcience at another time think them 
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5 are all alike, and unholy Preachers, and profane Hea- 

mers, are incongruous. Moſes was not ſuffer'd to keep on his 

dirty Shoes upon holy Ground, Exod. 3.5. Ina word, I ſhall: 

never be out of liking with our Meeting-Houſes, if but in good 

. * Repair, ſo long as that Text is in my Bible, Mar. 18. 20. For 
- where two or three are gathered together in my Name, there am Tin 
the midſt o them. I think it much better to be where Chrift is, 
lace is not holy, than to be in a pretended holy Place, 


| + deny, but that the 
publick way of Worſhip is the beſt in ſome Reſpects to live in, 
_ as it is moſt profitable to Preachers, and moſt agreeable to car- 


«> -=&@ = @, file py how” 'S *% de Mw 65H AA ki. == 


OO wp Un ee as ene o 


3 has vs A 


or, diſſenting Churches Orthodow. 47 
ſelves bound not to ſeparate ? If it is their Duty to join now 
and then, why not always? And if at all times, how is it their 
Duty at any time to ſeparate from them? Let them anſwer this 
that are concern'd. For my Part, I ſhould be loth to ſet up a 
Meeting (as well as I love them) in a Town where there is a 
Church I can join with, leſt I ſhould never be able to juſtify 
my ſo doing, to God or to Man. Halting between two Opini- © 
ons is hateful to God and good Men. Saith God, 1 Kings 18. 
21. by his Prophet Elijah, ' How long halt ye between two Opini- 
ons ? If the Lord be God follow him; but if Baal, then follow bim. 
Rev. 3. 15, 16. I would thou wert cold or hot. So then, becauſe 
thou art luke-warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpus thee out 
For any to join in Communion with a Church to 
himſelf for a Place of Profit or Truſt, is certainly one of thoſe 
Abominations that God hates; for as this was not the End of 

its Inſtitution, ſo it muſt needs be provoking to God, to give 
or receive ſo ſacred an Ordinance in any other Manner, or to a- 
ny other End than he hath appointed it. Tis by this Means 
that the Table of the Lord is grown contemptible. *Tis (ad 
when God's Ordinances are made to ſerve Mens Ends. 
Lam ſenfible, we live under great Diſcouragements ; but I 
would have none of God's People go out of God's Way, but 
wait his time. God can ſoon break this Yoke. I remember a 
Story I have read in Camerarius, of a King of Egypt, who had 
taken four Kings Priſoners, and made them (intiead of Horſes) 
draw him in a Chariot of Gold ; as they were drawing him, 
one of the Kings look'd back as if pleaſed ; being askd why, 
he anſwer'd, To ſee the ſwift Motion of the Wheel, to ſee that 


part that was now uppermoſt ſo ſoon on the Ground, and that 


part which was on the Ground ſo ſoon uppermoſt, We have 


a glorious Promiſe to be fulfill'd, Zech. 14. 21. And in- that 1 5 oY 


Th 4 Wall be no more the Canaanite in the Houſe of the Lord 
of Hoſts. : 4 | f 
— Mean time I'll conclude with the Words of good Micah, 
Chap. 7. v. 8, 9, 10. Rejoice not againſt' me, O mine Enemy: 
2 1 fall I. ſhall ariſe : when I fit in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a 
t unto me. VV „„ g 
J will bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have fimied a- 
| gainſ Bim, until he plead my Cauſe, and execute Judgment for me: 
Fac bring me forth to the Light, and I ſball behold his Righte- 
ouſneſs. 975 | 7 
Then ſhe that is mine Enemy ſball ſee it, and Shame ſhall cover 
her which ſaid unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine Eyes 
ſhall behold her: Now Hall ſhe he trodden down as the Mire of the 
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